[bookmark: _Hlk155775017]Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Broughton Gifford Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 9th September 2026 in the Village Hall starting at 7:30pm

Present: Cllrs Hooper (Chair), Cooper, Corbin, Healy, Norris, & Wright.
Absent: Cllrs Baker, Catanach, Griffiths, Monk, & Packer.
In attendance:  Karen Spence (Parish Clerk), Cllr Andrew Griffin (Wiltshire Council), PC Fran Thornell (Wiltshire Police) and 3 members of the public. 

Public Participation:  The chair invited 1 member of the public to speak reference plans to alleviate flooding in the village including further discussion about storm drains.  Resolved: Councillor Griffin will raise the storm drains at the flood working group.  Clerk to add the storm drain outside the pub (which had tar tipped into it during some resurfacing work) on MyWilts and flag to both Highways and Drainage.  Increased funding was discussed – clerk to additionally request that Broughton Gifford is added to list for future improvements from this increase. 
The second member of the public had attended to advise Councillors that he would no longer be able to fulfil the contract for playground and cemetery maintenance.  Resolved: The chair thanked the contractor for their service and clerk will make arrangements for this matter to be discussed at the next meeting and arrangements for advertising the contract for tender will be agreed.
The chair invited the third member of the public to speak in relation to the grant opportunities relating to the Stone Barn renovations (the latter discussion is minuted under item 2627/105). 

Councillor Griffin spoke about new planning regulations which restricts the ability of a Councillor to ‘call in’ a planning application.  PC Thornell introduced herself and took away some actions with regard to school parking.
	
PRELIMINARIES
2627/091. Acceptance of apologies: Apologies were received from Cllrs Catanach, Griffiths, Monk and Packer.  

2627/092. Declarations of interest: 
None received. 
In accordance with the code of conduct when a councillor declares a non-pecuniary interest, they take no part in the discussion or vote. When a councillor declares a pecuniary interest, they are required to leave the room during discussion and voting.
2627/093. Dispensations: None received 
 
2627/094. Exclusion of the Press and Public: There were no items for which members of the press/public needed to be excluded. 

PREVIOUS MEETING

2627/095. Previous meeting minutes: 
Minutes of the meeting held on 29th July 2026 were formally agreed and signed as a correct record of the meeting and have since been posted onto the website. 

The following mattes arising were discussed:
· [bookmark: _Hlk192238910]Live Action List was reviewed and updated

FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk116891112]2627/096. 
i. Invoices:  Council noted and approved the following expenditure: 
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ii. Receipts:  Council noted receipts of £323.00 (July) and £206.00 (Aug) 2026 (cemetery fees). 
iii. Account balances: – 
			As at 31st July 2026
			Current account: £ 15,174.14 
			Savings account: £ 50,904.76 
			Total all balances: £66,078.90
iv. 
			As at 31st August 2026
                                    Current account: £ 14,301.06 
			Savings account: £ 50,927.07
			Total all balances: £65,228.13
[bookmark: _Hlk155774438]
iv. Councillor Griffiths was not present and therefore the bank reconciliations for July and August will be signed off at the next meeting.   

PLANNING
2627/097. Planning: 
i. There were no planning applications made since the last meeting for Council to consider.

(Please note in planning matters the Council acts as the consultee of the Principal Authority. The Principal      Authority being the deciding body.)
ii. Council considered revised documents submitted for the ALDI proposed redevelopment of the former CountryWide site. Resolved: the revised plans do not address previous objections – clerk to submit a further comment to this effect.

2627/098. Planning decisions: 
There were no planning decisions made since the last meeting for Council to note.  



MAINTENANCE

2627/099. Parish Steward: 
Council noted the list of works conducted by the Parish Steward during his visit in September. 
2627/100. Parish Steward: 
[bookmark: _Hlk173245099]Council discussed the list for the Parish Steward for the October visit. Resolved: Clerk to contact Parish Steward and request he looks at potholes across the village and clearance of any fallen leaves (particularly those blocking gullies).    
Council noted that the next dates for the Parish Steward is scheduled to attend Broughton Gifford are 1st and 5th October 2026.
2627/101. Village Maintenance Report (standing agenda item):
Council received a verbal report from Councillor Cooper considered the following items related to village maintenance:
· Councillor Cooper advised that he has managed to recruit a volunteer to undertake some of the maintenance tasks around the village.  He requested a £30 standing authority for maintenance supplies which will be purchased and claimed back on expenses; this was approved. Resolved:  Cllr Cooper will project manage the new volunteer, any items in excess of the £30 (per month) limit will be brought to Council for prior approval. 
· Parking in the vicinity of the War Memorial and damage to the area:  This had been requested for inclusion by councillors and has since been resolved by the construction company.  Resolved:  this will be monitored whilst the construction continues and councillors will ensure any residual damage is made good.
· Ground Maintenance and Flood control – email from resident:  Councillors considered an email from a resident regarding ground maintenance and flood prevention.  It was agreed that the Parish Council do what we are able to undertake within limited budgets/responsibility.  Resolved: Clerk to respond advising and asking whether the pipe mentioned has been reported on MyWilts.  Cllr Cooper will clear the brambles as it is acknowledged that these are overhanging a footpath.
· 
and March
  COMMONS/CEMETERY/FOOTPATHS                                                                                       
2627/102. Speed Indicator Device:
The Highways Improvement request will be considered at a meeting scheduled for 10th September which the Clerk will attend.  The rumble strips for the traffic survey have been installed in the wrong place.  This has been reported but no response received as yet.  Further update will be available at the October meeting.  

2627/103. Cemetery Plots: 
This item (to consider a report from Clerk regarding future sales of advance purchase EROB’s) was further deferred to the October meeting. 

2627/104. Proposed diversion of footpath:
Council considered an email from Wiltshire Council regarding a proposed diversion of Footpath BGIF15.  The proposal, from the perspective of the Parish Council, was deemed to be a reasonable and practical solution.  However, it was drawn to councillors’ attention that the land owner and a farmer who has access through the yard, had not been consulted as part of this process.  Resolved: Clerk to respond advising of this.


[bookmark: _Hlk178777592]ADMINISTRATION

[bookmark: _Hlk193886195][bookmark: _Hlk184300552][bookmark: _Hlk168575056]2627/105. Stone Barn (standing agenda item):
Crispin Springler was in attendance to present the work he has undertaken on grant options appraisal.  It was noted that there are a number of smaller potential grant sources which might present an opportunity, however it is unlikely that it will be possible to secure a large grant to cover a significant portion of the cost.  Resolved:  Crispin is happy to undertake the work to submit relevant applications but they will need to be submitted BY the Parish Council and there will be some information required to do this:  Resolved:  Clerk to provide required information to Crispin and to act as first point of contact during this scoping/application phase.  Once any work begins Councillor Norris will act as overall Project Manager. 

2627/106. Clerk/RFO/Cemetery Manager:
Council considered a short report from the clerk reviewing the current situation since the relocation of the current clerk and outlining future options. Resolved:  Council agreed in principle with the approach for recruitment of a replacement clerk and this will be discussed again in October to agree timescales for advertising etc. 
Council additionally noted and approved the NALC negotiated cost of living increase backdated to 01/04/2026 and agreed payment of arrears for this increase in the Clerks October salary.
 
2627/107.  Internal Audit review:
Council received, noted and signed off a letter from the Internal Auditors in respect of the basis on which they act as internal auditors of the Council and the respective areas of responsibility of the Council and of ourselves.”




[bookmark: _Hlk155778868]2627/108. Items for Parish magazine & Notice Boards: 
No additional items were identified for inclusion in the parish magazine.  It was agreed that noticeboards needed updating with the standard notices as some of these are out of date.  Resolved:  Clerk will ensure noticeboards are updated over the summer including some additional notices for the cemetery noticeboard.  
[bookmark: _Hlk168575398]
[bookmark: _Hlk155779143]2627/109. Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting in September: 
The following additional items were identified for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk170393043]Cemetery – discussion about future sale of EROB (advance plot sales). 
· Flood Planning

2627/110. Correspondence:
[bookmark: _Hlk184303315]Councillors noted and acknowledged the following items of correspondence forwarded to all Councillors since the last meeting.

		


2627/111. Date of the next meeting:
[bookmark: _Hlk193886899]Council noted that the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th October 2026 at 7:30 pm in the village hall.  All are welcome to attend.

With no further business, the meeting closed at 21:35 
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LGA 1972 s111 | M P Griffiths Plumbing Taps for stone barn 79.00 - 79.00
(authorised by email)

LGA 19725111 | Karen Spence Salary/WFH Aug 776.39 776.39

LGA 19725111 | Various DD & S/O’s 46.49 tbe 46.49
1079.08

To be approved for payment

LGA 19725111 | Karen Spence Travel Expenses — Q2 (plus arrears Q1) 161.85 - 161.85

LGA 1972 s111 | Tony Cooper Expenses July/Aug 41.65 8.33 49.98

Total to authorise £203.50 £8.33 £211.83
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Briefing Note no. 26-17, Winter Resilience Support and Emergency Preparedness Update

		From

		Democratic and Member Services



Good afternoon, 



 



Please find attached a copy of Briefing Note no. 26-17, which provides information on changes to winter resilience support and an update on community emergency preparedness.     



 



Note: this Briefing Note has been circulated to Parish and Town Clerks at the request of the author. 



 



Please direct any queries to: Adrian.hampton@wiltshire.gov.uk           



 



Kind Regards 



 



Democratic and Member Services



committee@wiltshire.gov.uk 



 



 









 



 



Wiltshire Council Disclaimer: https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/disclaimer 





image001.png

Wiltshire Council







26-17_Changes_to_winter_resilience_support_and_update_on_community_emergency_preparedness.pdf

Wiltshire Council
T/ —

Changes to winter resilience support and
update on community emergency

preparedness
Briefing Note No. 26 - 17
Service: Highway Operations
Further Enquiries to: Adrian Hampton
Date Prepared: 2/9/26
Direct Line: (01249) 706799

Introduction

This briefing provides an update on changes to Wiltshire Council's winter resilience arrangements and
outlines the wider investment being made to strengthen community resilience, emergency preparedness
and highway operations across the county.

Parish Emergency Assistance Scheme (PEAS)

The current Parish Emergency Assistance Scheme (PEAS), which provides some emergency
equipment to local town and parish councils, will come to an end following the 2026/27 winter season, in
March 2027.

The ending of the scheme reflects a change in the council's approach to community resilience, with
support and investment continuing but being focused on a range of other initiatives. Town and parish
councils that wish to continue providing this service will need to determine their own provision and
funding arrangements beyond this date.

Wider investment in community resilience

Wiltshire Council is refocusing resources towards a broader resilience and preparedness programme
designed to support communities before, during and after emergency events.

This includes investment and support through:
e Local Highways and Footway Improvement Groups (LHFIGs)
o Area Boards
e The Crisis and Resilience Fund
e The Digital Wiltshire Programme
e Community-based Emergency Contact Hubs

These initiatives are intended to strengthen local resilience, improve communication during
emergencies, and help communities access a wider range of support mechanisms.

Investment in operational resilience

Alongside community-focused measures, the council is continuing to invest in its operational capability
to respond to severe weather and maintain the highway network.








Planned investment includes:

o Development of a new highway salt depot at Hindon
e An additional £1m investment in resilience equipment including:

o Procurement of a new tractor to add to our fleet
o Additional snow ploughs
o Flail equipment

o Other specialist assets to strengthen winter maintenance and highway operations

The council is also continuing to invest significantly in highway drainage infrastructure to help
communities better withstand extreme weather. Annual capital funding for drainage renewals has
increased from £600,000 to £1.5m, representing a 150% increase in investment.

This additional funding is enabling more drainage assets, including gullies, pipework, culverts and other
critical infrastructure, to be renewed and repaired across the county. Over time, this proactive approach
will improve resilience, helping to reduce the frequency and severity of flooding incidents and better
protect communities from the impacts of severe weather.

These investments are intended to build on and continue to improve the council's ability to keep roads
operational, respond to severe weather incidents and support communities during periods of disruption.

Ongoing support for local councils

Although PEAS is ending, Wiltshire Council will continue to provide:
e Advice and guidance on community resilience planning
e Procurement support
e Information on sourcing and maintaining resilience equipment
e Assistance in developing local emergency arrangements

The council's intention is for town and parish councils to develop locally appropriate solutions while
benefiting from wider county-wide resilience investment.

Collectively, these measures represent a significant enhancement of Wiltshire Council's ability to
support communities before, during and after severe weather and emergency events.

More information
More information about weather events and flooding can be found at Overview - Wiltshire Council

For further information or if you have any specific questions, please email
adrian.hampton@uwiltshire.gov.uk

CMO08049/F





https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/10592/Overview
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Paid invoices — authorised at last meeting or paid on Standing Authority

LGA 19725111 | NEST Clerk pension 33.20 33.20
LGA 19725111 | M P Griffiths Plumbing LGA 19725111 8.96 8.96
LGA 19725111 | Outside In Newleaze Grass Cut 80.00 80.00
LGA 19725111 | WALC Training — Cllr Cooper 40.00 8.00 48.00
LGA 19725111 | Outside In Playground/Cemetery Maintenance 350.00 - 350.00
LGA 19725111 | Karen Spence Salary/WFH July 776.39 776.39
LGA 19725111 | Various DD & S/O’s 82.07 tbe 82.07

£1378.62
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