[bookmark: _Hlk155775017]Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Broughton Gifford Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 11th March 2026 in the Village Hall starting at 7:30pm

Present: Cllrs Hooper (Chair), Cooper, Corbin, Griffiths, Healy, Monk, Norris, Packer, Wright
Absent: Cllr Baker 
In attendance:  Karen Spence (Parish Clerk), and 2 members of the public. 

Public Participation:  One member of the public was present to talk about an existing planning proposal from 15/01/2023 PL/2022/03914 and seek council views about whether this application as no further progress appears to have been made.  Resolved:  Clerk to research this application and contact WC for further information. The second member of the public was present to provide information for the item at 2526/222 and discussion is minuted under this item. 

Wiltshire Councillor Andrew Griffin was not present. 
		
PRELIMINARIES
2526/207. Co-option of Councillor:  Council was unable to consider co-option of a new counsellor to fill the one remaining vacancy as the individual who expressed an interest was not present at this meeting; this individual has advised by email that they would still like to be considered.  Resolved: that co-option will be added to the March agenda to allow a further opportunity.
2526/208. Acceptance of apologies: Apologies were received from Cllrs Corbin, Baker and Packer  

2526/209. Declarations of interest: 
None received. 
In accordance with the code of conduct when a councillor declares a non-pecuniary interest, they take no part in the discussion or vote. When a councillor declares a pecuniary interest, they are required to leave the room during discussion and voting.
2526/210. Dispensations: None received 
 
2526/211. Exclusion of the Press and Public: 
There were no items for which members of the press/public needed to be excluded. 

PREVIOUS MEETING

2526/212. Previous meeting minutes: 
Minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2026 were formally agreed and signed as a correct record of the meeting and have since been posted onto the website. 

[bookmark: _Hlk192238910]No matters arising from the minutes were discussed during this meeting and will be reviewed at the April meeting: 
· The Action log will be restructured and updated before review at next meeting
· There was no update available for Flood plan/environmental survey.

FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk116891112]2526/213. 
i. Invoices:  Council noted and approved the following expenditure 
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ii. Receipts:  Council noted receipts of £2390.15 (CIL monies land at Fairview) for February 2026
iii. [image: ]Account balances: – As at 28th February 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk155774438]
iv. The bank reconciliations for February 2026 were signed off by Councillor Griffiths.  

v. [bookmark: _Hlk223622821]Re-approval of Direct Debits/Standing Orders:  Council reviewed and re-approved the following:
       Monthly
· Valda (Stone Barn utilities)
· EE (mobile phone)
· NEST (clerk pension)
· Lloyds Bank (charges)
       Annual/Other
· Information Commissioners Office
· Outside In (Monthly March-October only)
	
vi. Re-approval of Standing Authority (clerk) permissions: For Council to review and re-approve the following:
· HMRC
· Director Payroll Ltd (formerly Highland Payroll Services)
· Karen Spence (Salary and Working from Home Allowance)
· Water 2 Business (Stone Barn & cemetery)

PLANNING
2526/214. Planning: 
i. Council reviewed and considered the following planning applications received since the previous meeting.  
[image: ]

Resolved: There were no objections to the application PL/2026/01071. Council considered that the amended plans for both the Aldi/former Countrywide site and Whistlemead Solar Farm did not address the objections raised to the original applications. Resolved: Clerk to submit further comments on both of these applications utilising wording provided.  
(Please note in planning matters the Council acts as the consultee of the Principal Authority. The Principal      Authority being the deciding body.)

ii. During the planning discussions concern was raised by Cllr Healy regarding some ongoing development of a structure being built in the grounds of a property on The Common.  Resolved:  Clerk to check the position re planning application and to contact Wiltshire Council.
2526/215. Planning decisions: 
Council noted the following planning decisions made since the last meeting.  Council were briefed by the clerk that PL/2026/0028 had not been reviewed as notification had not been received about this application.  Resolved: Counsellors reviewed the submission documents and agreed that they would not have objected had they seen it prior to approval.[image: ]


MAINTENANCE

2526/216. Parish Steward: 
Council noted that the Parish Steward was again unable to make a visit in March due to being diverted to other work.  
2526/217. Parish Steward: 
[bookmark: _Hlk173245099]Council discussed lists for Parish Steward and agreed that, as there is no certainty about when visits will recommence, there will be no benefit to submitting an additional list at this point.  Resolved:  If Steward contacts clerk, regular list should be suggested (with priority 1 being potholes) in addition to anything else he identifies.    
Council noted that the next dates for the Parish Steward is scheduled to attend Broughton Gifford are 1st and 2nd April 2026.

2526/218. Village Maintenance Report (standing agenda item):
Council received a verbal report from Councillor Cooper considered the following items related to village maintenance:
· Play Area maintenance/repair to ‘clatter bridge’ – quote from original suppliers of £90 for replacement of 1 tread.  Resolved:  Councillors approved purchase and Cllr Cooper will fit.
· Damage to War Memorial Triangle. Resolved: Councillor Hooper will assess and have a conversation with the builders working in the vicinity.
· Cemetery Willow – update re felling and information on options for replacement tree.  It was drawn to Councils attention that the felling had left the surrounding area in need of some tidying and re-seeding etc.  Resolved:  Councillor Hooper/Cooper to conduct a site visit and consider actions required to return the area to acceptable condition.  A replacement tree will be planted in the Autumn and Cllr Cooper will research options. me.
· Newleaze Grass cutting for forthcoming year.  Resolved:  Outside In will take over the cutting of this area as and when needed (unless it is too wet) at a cost of £80 per cut for the forthcoming year.  This will be invoiced separately from the main contract for Play area and cemetery.
· 
and March
  COMMONS/CEMETERY/FOOTPATHS                                                                                       
2526/219. Speed Indicator Device:
This is ongoing with no further update this month, awaiting decision reference the required highways improvements.  Clerk advised that, due to changes in the frequency of LHFIG meetings this will not now be considered until May 2026.

2526/220. Parking Issues around The Common:
Council considered an email from a member of the public regarding parking on The Common. Resolved:  That double yellow lines were not appropriate at this point.  Cllr Cooper will write an item for the village magazine to remind re considerate parking.

2526/221. Cemetery:
Council reviewed cemetery charges for 2026/27 and to consider a verbal report from the clerk regarding advance purchase of plots.  Resolved: That all cemetery charges would be increased by 5% and that the subject of advance purchase of plots be brought back to a future meeting to enable more time to be given to a broader discussion.

[bookmark: _Hlk178777592]ADMINISTRATION

[bookmark: _Hlk193886195][bookmark: _Hlk184300552][bookmark: _Hlk168575056]2526/222. Stone Barn (standing agenda item):
Council heard representation about initial findings re available funding from Crispin Shingler (full report to be provided at a later date.  Council was advised that there are many sources of funding for which we could meet the criteria for although the view was that we would be more likely to be successful for the most recent, scaled back option. Resolved:  After much discussion majority decision was to pursue Option B (scaled back version of plans) but making sure that the specification included the required kitchen facilities and cold running water and the following actions were agreed:
· Crispin Shingler will produce a briefing to consolidate the most likely options and what would have to be included to meet the criteria for each. 
· Cllr Griffiths to obtain fixed price quotes for Option B
· Clerk to update the planning authorities that work has commenced (drainage, remedial and clearance work plus some exterior work to address access issues).   


2526/223.  Meeting dates and APM agenda
Council: 
· Reviewed and approve the draft agenda for the annual parish meeting to be held on Monday 13th April. Resolved:  Clerk to send out invites
· Agreed that the Annual Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th May at 7pm (immediately prior to the Full Council Meeting. 
· Agree that, for the remainder of 2026 Full Council meetings will continue to be held on the second Wednesday of each month (except for August when there is no meeting).

2526/224. Great British Spring Clean
Council reviewed arrangements and agreed no further action required.  Clerk advised that the rubbish bag collection had been booked with IdVerde.

   
[bookmark: _Hlk155778868]2526/225. Items for Parish magazine & Notice Boards: 
No additional items were identified for inclusion in magazine or on website/notice boards:
[bookmark: _Hlk168575398]

[bookmark: _Hlk155779143]2526/226. Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting in February: 
The following items were requested for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting. 
· Formal approval for request from Friends of St Mary’s School to hold a sponsored walk on the Common (NB:  This was informally approved at this meeting and clerk requested to notify the Friends).
· Formal acknowledgment of Cllr Coopers intention to take a sabbatical from the village caretaking/maintenance role and discussion around how to manage this going forward.
[bookmark: _Hlk170393043]
2526/227. Correspondence:
Councillors noted and acknowledged the following item of correspondence forwarded to all Councillors since the previous meeting. 



2526/228. Date of the next meeting:
[bookmark: _Hlk193886899]Council is asked to note that the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 7:30 pm in the village hall.  This will be preceded by a meeting of the Finance Committee at 7pm. All are welcome to attend the main meeting.

With no further business, the meeting closed at 21:12 pm 
image3.png
Current account: £ 16,863.15

Savings account: £50,800.28
Total all balances: £67,663.43
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‘Am ended/updated plans Full planning permission

PL/2025/07044 | Site, Bradford Road, | The construction of a new discount foodstore, car parking, | 23/03/2026 March
Melksham access and Iandscaping

PL/2026/01071 lsﬂgNT]"zesGPrSEEn, Erection of a single storey conservatory on rear elevation | 23/03/2026 March

PL/2023/01914 Whistlemead Solar Far Amended Plans/Additional information 17/03/2026 March
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Fw_ Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Engagement.msg
Fw: Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Engagement

		From

		Griffin, Andrew

		To

		Karen Spence; Sarah Dow; Nicola Duke; Tekla Hicks (Clark semington PC); Tekla Hicks

		Recipients

		clerk@bgpc.org.uk; clerk@keevilparishcouncil.gov.uk; clerk@steeple-ashton.co.uk; clerk@semingtonparish.gov.uk; GreatHinton@gmail.com



Dear Parish Council Clerks



You may well have received something about this from other sources, in which case I apologise for any duplication.  Please see below an email from Graeme Morrison on potential provision of charging points into rural locations, which includes a link to further information sources.



Already, we have seen significant growth in the uptake of electric vehicles across Wiltshire.  For obvious reasons, public charging points tend to be focused so far on larger towns and filling stations and other services on major road routes.  Though I aspire to switch at least one of our family vehicles to electric, that is some way off for me and I have little knowledge of the charging requirements.  For these reasons, I will be participating later today in a meeting to extend my knowledge on this subject.



I assume that residents in our rural villages who have already switched to an electric vehicle, or are planning to do so, will organise a charging point at their property.  For those without private driveways or allocated parking spaces, this can be more problematic.  Additionally, if we want to continue to attract visitors to our village halls, pubs, shops, and other services, there will be benefits if public charging points are available at some time in the future. 



Clearly, there will be advantages for you all in being involved in the choice of appropriate locations for such services, particularly if we are to avoid them being positioned in unfavourable places with detrimental impact on the appearance of our villages.  I therefore encourage you to become involved in this initiative at an early stage; it's better to leave if it's found to bring no advantage rather than missing an opportunity.  There could be funds available too !!





Regards



Andrew Griffin



Councillor; Melksham Without West and Rural







E:   Andrew.Griffin@Wiltshire.gov.uk 



( 07775 644748






Wellbeing Statement I may send emails at odd times but have no expectation of a prompt response.

Please just get back to me when you can within your own working hours. Thank you.

  _____  


From: Morrison, Graeme <Graeme.Morrison@wiltshire.gov.uk>
Sent: 25 February 2026 17:23
To: Morrison, Graeme <Graeme.Morrison@wiltshire.gov.uk>
Subject: Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Engagement 

 



 



Message sent on behalf of the Wiltshire Council Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Team to relevant Parish Council contacts and corresponding Wiltshire Councillors



 



Dear all,



 



Wiltshire Council Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (EVI) Team is pleased to invite you to participate in community engagement focused on how we build future on-street residential electric vehicle (EV) charging in the area you represent/cover.



The engagement will be carried out through the Common Place platform and focuses on gathering feedback and local insights from high-level stakeholders, including Wiltshire & Town councillors, clerks and other public representatives. Further engagement focused to gathering public input will take place later in the project.



 



Wiltshire Council have received capital funds from the Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) fund from Department for Transport (DfT), to deliver on-street EV charging at scale. This public EV charging must be focused on serving residents who cannot install home chargers because they have no off-street parking, ensuring no one is excluded from transitioning to electric because of where they live.



 



Wiltshire’s LEVI project will be delivered in partnership with commercial charge point operators (CPOs) through a concession contract, which will go to tender Summer 2026.    



 



Site selection work by the Council EVI Team has identified the area you represent/cover as a priority target area for LEVI charger installs in Wiltshire. While LEVI delivery must be data led, we also need it to be community informed. This engagement will provide you the opportunity to influence the project with your area knowledge, highlighting any local interests and opportunities, along with any requirements or concerns. Insights from the engagement will shape the LEVI tender and what we ask concession partners to build. 



 



The online Common Place platform is being used to provide you with details on the LEVI project, site selection methodology and EV Charging Infrastructure (EVI) proposals specific for the area you represent. 



 



Please use the link below to access the Common Place platform:



https://wiltshire-evi.commonplace.is



 



We ask you to review the information specific to the area(s) you represent/cover and complete the integrated questionnaire to submit your views and community insights. Please complete the questionnaire by the 16th March 2026.



 



To help this community engagement be successful please log into Common Place using the email account that received this message. Additionally, please do not open this engagement for public input. Further community engagement focused to residents/public will take place later in the project.



 



We look forward to working with you to ensure your community is supported in enabling the transition to electric vehicles.



 



Wiltshire Council Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Team



 



 



Graeme Morrison



Strategic Engagement and Partnerships Manager –  Amesbury, Tidworth and Westbury Community Areas



Leisure, Culture and Communities



Wiltshire Council | County Hall | Trowbridge | BA14 8JN



T.  07986 365943 | www.wiltshire.gov.uk



 



--------------------------------------------------------------------



This email originates from Wiltshire Council and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and may be subject to Copyright or Intellectual Property rights. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the email from your inbox. Any disclosure, reproduction, dissemination, modification and distribution of the contents of the email is strictly prohibited. Email content may be monitored by Wiltshire Council to ensure compliance with its policies and procedures. No contract is intended by this email, and any personal opinions expressed in this message are those of the sender and should not be taken as representing views of Wiltshire Council. Please note Wiltshire Council utilises anti-virus scanning software but does not warrant that any e-mail or attachments are free from viruses or other defects and accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected e-mail transmissions. Receipt of this e-mail does not imply consent to use or provide this e-mail address to any third party for any purpose. Wiltshire Council will not request the disclosure of personal financial information by means of e-mail any such request should be confirmed in writing by contacting Wiltshire Council. 
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Authority Payee Description NET VAT GROSS

Paid invoices — authorised at last meeting or paid on Standing Authority

LGA 19725111 | HMRC - Standing Auth Tax & NI Oct/Nov/Dec 809.31 809.31

LGA 19725111 | Tony Cooper Expenses (BHF Bench installation) 62.64 62.64

LGA 19725111 | Karen Spence Clerk Salary Feb 77639 77639

LGA 19725111 | Various DD's/SO’s Service Chg; Valda; EE; NEST 55.17 the 55.17
1703.51 - 1703.51

To be approved for payment

LGA 19725111 | Tony Cooper Expenses Feb 2026 37.84 7.57 45.41

LGA 19725111 | Karen Spence Expenses (Travel) 112.05 - 112.05
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LGA 19725137 | JACS UK Ltd Repair of Village Gates 240.00 48.00 | 288.00
LGA 19725111 | Director Payroll Ltd Payroll provision (Feb-July 2026) 120.00 24.00 | 144.00
Total to authorise 579.89 9357 | 673.46





