[bookmark: _Hlk155775017]Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Broughton Gifford Parish Council held on 
Monday 15th September 2025 in the Village Hall starting at 7:30pm

Present: Cllrs Hooper (Chair), Cooper, Corbin, Fielding, Griffith, Monk, Wright
Absent: None
In attendance:  Karen Spence, Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public. 

Public Participation:  The Chair invited one member of the public to speak in respect of the Norrington Common phone box (Agenda item 2526/060 – discussion and resolution recorded at that point in the minutes).  The 2 remaining members of the public were in attendance in respect of the co-option of councillors and details are recorded at Agenda item 2526/045 below.  

PRELIMINARIES
2526/045. Co-option of Councillors:
i. Council received representation from Mrs Sheila Packer and Mr Barry Norris detailing verbal applications from to fill 2 of the vacancies left following the election on 1st May 2025. Resolved: Considered and approved.  Declarations and Acceptance of Office were signed by both new councillors who then sat for the remainder of this meeting.  Clerk to complete registrations with Wiltshire Council and, in due course, to produce an induction pack for the newly co-opted councillors.
ii. Councillors absent at the meeting held on 14th May 2025 to sign acceptance of office.
2526/046 Acceptance of apologies: There were no absences.  

2526/047. Declarations of interest: 
Councillor Martin Hooper declared an interest in 2 of the planning applications under item 2526/052.  Resolved:  As this is potentially pecuniary it was agreed that Councillor Hooper would leave the room for whilst these 2 applications are discussed. 
In accordance with the code of conduct when a councillor declares a non-pecuniary interest, they take no part in the discussion or vote. When a councillor declares a pecuniary interest, they are required to leave the room during discussion and voting.
2526/048. Dispensations: None received 
 
2526/049. Exclusion of the Press and Public: 
There were no items for which members of the press/public needed to be excluded. 

PREVIOUS MEETING

2526/050. Previous meeting minutes: 
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2025 were formally agreed and signed as a correct record of the meeting and have since been posted onto the website (NB there was no meeting in June 2025). 

[bookmark: _Hlk192238910]
FINANCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk116891112]2526/051. 
i. Invoices:  Council noted and approved the following expenditure
[image: ]

ii. Receipts:  There were no receipts for Council to note for May 2025. Council noted receipts of £1358 for June 2025 (closed churchyard grant)
iii. Account balances: –  As at 31st May 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk155774438][image: ]
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iv. Councillor Griffiths signed off the bank reconciliations for April, May and June 2025.

PLANNING
2526/052. Planning: 
i. Council considered the following planning applications which had been received since the previous meeting: 
[image: ]

Resolved: There were no objections to any of these applications (NB: Councillor Hooper left the meeting during discussion on the final 2 in which he has declared an interest)
(Please note in planning matters the Council acts as the consultee of the Principal Authority. The Principal      Authority being the deciding body.)

ii. Council additionally noted decisions made outside of a meeting due to cancellation of the meeting due to be held on Wednesday 11th June.
[image: ]

iii. Council asked to consider (pre-planning) consultation on proposed new location for the Aldi Store in Melksham (former Countrywide site) Resolved:  No substantial concerns were raised at the present time although it was felt that this may present some issues with traffic exiting onto the Farmers Roundabout.

2526/053. Planning decisions: 
Council noted the following planning decisions made in the period since the previous meeting: 
[image: ]

MAINTENANCE

2526/054. Parish Steward: 
i. Council noted that the scheduled visit for June did not take place due to Parish Stewards annual leave.  However, the steward did undertake an unplanned visit prior to his leave and carried out “all the usual tasks” plus the following:  
· cut the bank on the pavement by the school
· pressure washed village gates on Coombe Lane the bollards and paved area on the common 
ii. Council noted the list of works carried out on the July visit
2526/055. Parish Steward: 
[bookmark: _Hlk173245099]As there is no scheduled Parish Steward visit for August, Council considered a list for the next visit scheduled for September 2025.  Resolved: Clerk to request that the usual list of regular works be undertake and also to highlight the appearance of a lump in the pavement outside Holly Brook House with a view to finding out who might be able to rectify this assuming it is not the Parish Steward.. 
The Parish Steward can only complete works listed in appendix 1. (Page 6)
To note: the next dates for the Parish Steward to attend Broughton Gifford are 1st and 2nd September 2025.

2526/056. Village Maintenance Report (standing agenda item):
Council received a report and a verbal update from Councillor Cooper:
· Play Area – Brambles – Councillor Cooper will clear; Directional signage for playpark now installed on Curtis Orchard signs: ongoing issues re emptying of bins. Clerk to follow up
· Bench’s– Plaque has now been installed on poppy bench and repair has been made to broken slats on ‘Hiscock’s’ bench.  Cheque for cost of poppy bench has now been passed to clerk for depositing. 
· Norrington Common phonebox – see agenda item 2526/060 below.
· Dogs: Poo bag dispensers replenished following information from a parishioner, one ‘clean up after your dog’ sign re-installed; it was identified that there is a broken dispenser adjacent to Oughton’s wall (Cllr Cooper will assess).
· Finger Post - Councillor Cooper to forward details to Clerk to enable obtaining of relevant documentation.
· Village Gates – Ongoing (Previously Resolved: Clerk to try and contact original supplier to enquire about possibility of repair (these gates were installed approximately 3 years ago and came through a Wiltshire Council approved site and were fitted by the unitary authority). 
· Newleaze grass cutting – Scaffolding means that it is not currently possible to access with a mower.  Cllr Corbin will assess and try to establish when this will be removed.  Dave Bull (Outside In) to be approached about whether he can undertake the task.
·  

  COMMONS/CEMETERY/FOOTPATHS                                                                                       
2526/057. Speed Indicator Device:
Councillor Monk gave an update following further research on the SID’s.  This has now been narrowed down to 2 options one of is considerably more expensive than the other. Resolved:  That, provided there is no significant benefit from the more expensive version, the cheaper option should be progressed and that only one should be purchased initially.  Clerk to enquire with Wiltshire Council Highways to confirm whether there are any restrictions on installation (distance from the highway etc). 


  
2526/058. Cemetery:
The clerk gave a verbal update which covered issues which have recently arisen with regard to the cemetery, particularly around locating of plots and failure to notify the Clerk (in her role as Cemetery Manager) of forthcoming burials.  It was not deemed appropriate or practical for plots to be marked at the time of purchase of an EROB as had been suggested by a correspondent. Resolved:  
· Clerk to investigate the situation regarding 2 memorials (currently being produced by PM Bines) which had been brought to the attention of the chair and were not deemed to comply with BGPC Memorial regulations.
· Clerk to contact all local Funeral Directors and Stonemasons to remind them of protocol/procedure when they are arranging a funeral which involves a burial in BGPC cemetery.  
· Clerk to produce a notice for display on the Cemetery notice board and the webpage to highlight that the Clerk should be contacted in all cases to agree dates for burials and to ensure that the plot is located and identified prior to any service being planned. 
NB: Given the lack of remaining space in the cemetery, it is suggested that (at a future meeting) Council give consideration to ceasing the sale of advance purchase plots (EROB’s).  This would have to be done from a future date to give sufficient notice to parishioners that this will not be offered going forward.

[bookmark: _Hlk178777592]ADMINISTRATION

[bookmark: _Hlk193886195][bookmark: _Hlk184300552][bookmark: _Hlk168575056]2526/059.  Review of Policies and Procedures (Financial Regulations and Standing Orders):   
It was agreed to defer this item to the September meeting.

2526/060. Norrington Common Telephone Box:
Following representation by email and during the Public Participation session of this meeting, council considered suggestions to ensure people are more aware of the phone box. Whilst some of the suggestions were considered either impractical or unnecessary the Council welcomed some of the initiatives suggested to ensure this becomes a useful point for local.  Resolved: That ‘Information Point’ signs be sourced and purchased to replace the original ‘Telephone Box’ signs; That a ‘back board’ containing slots for information leaflets be built and fixed – up to £250 approved for these 2 improvements.  The clerk will approach Melksham Tourist Information office to enquire about availability and supply of leaflets. 

2526/061. Highways Improvement Decision – Williams Mead:
Council received an update from the on the LHFIG decision relating to the work which is waiting to be scheduled for completion by Wiltshire Council Highways. Once this is complete, BGPC will receive an invoice for the total amount of the PC contribution and the clerk will produce invoices for the residents’ contribution to the overall amount. 

2526/062. Stone Barn  (standing agenda item):
There was nothing to update on progress towards obtaining grants for the refurbishment of the Stone Barn, clerk has (as yet) been unable to allocate time to researching Lottery Heritage Fund.  


2526/063. Laptop/Operating System software:
Council received a verbal update from the clerk regarding the potential incompatibility of the current laptop for upgrade to Windows11. Resolved: Clerk to conduct further research into this and look at options for the purchase of an updated laptop if required.

    
[bookmark: _Hlk155778868]2526/064. Items for Parish magazine & Notice Boards: 
There were no additional items highlighted.

[bookmark: _Hlk168575398][bookmark: _Hlk155779143]2526/065. Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting in June: 
The following items were identified by the clerk for inclusion on the next agenda:   
· Review of Policies and Procedures deferred from 2526/059 above 
· Consideration of ceasing the sale of advance purchase cemetery plots 
· Committees and representatives
· There were no further items highlighted by Councillors.  
  
[bookmark: _Hlk170393043]2526/066. Correspondence: 
Council to noted and acknowledge the following emails which have been forwarded to all Councillors since the previous meeting. 




  
2526/067. Dates of Meetings for 2025/26: 
Council noted the meeting dates for 2025/26 and considered a request from the clerk to change the date of the September meeting. Resolved:  Change of date was not approved due to lack of availability on other September dates. 

2526/068.  Committees and Representatives:
Following the local elections, Council is asked to review representation to enable updating and re-publication of the list. – This item was deferred to the next meeting.

2526/069. Date of the next meeting:
As there is no August meeting, Council noted that the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th September at 7:30 pm in the village hall. All are welcome to attend.

With no further business, the meeting closed at 21:20pm 
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Current account: £ 17,091.82
Savings account: £ 50,586.47
Total all balances: £67,678.29
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FW: Reminder - Parish Councils - Return of Election Expenses

		From

		clerk@bgpc.org.uk

		To

		Bill Monk; David Wright; Jennifer Corbin; Linzi Fielding; MARTIN HOOPER; Martin Hooper ; Mike Griffiths; Tony Cooper (tony@bgpc.org.uk)

		Cc

		Jennifer Corbin; 'Linzi Fielding'

		Recipients

		will@bgpc.org.uk; david@bgpc.org.uk; jennifer@bgpc.org.uk; linzi@bgpc.org.uk; martin.hooper@talktalk.net; martin@bgpc.org.uk; mike@bgpc.org.uk; tony@bgpc.org.uk; jenniferrcorbin@gmail.com; linzifielding@hotmail.co.uk



Forwarding this just in case any of you are still having problems with submitting expenses.  Apologies if you have already received this direct.



 



 



Kind Regards,



Karen Spence
Clerk, Broughton Gifford Parish Council



07939 879488  |  www.broughtongiffordparishcouncil.org.uk



 







 



	



 







Please consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail message, ask yourself whether you really need a hard copy.



 



	



 



Broughton Gifford Parish Council do not capture and store any personal information about an individual who accesses their services, except where he or she voluntarily elects to give the Council such personal information, such as name and address, via email. Any such personal information supplied will only be used to provide the requested information or information regarding services provided by the Council. The nominated Data Controller is the Clerk of the Parish Council. The Data Controller will only retain information for as long as necessary for the purpose for which it was collected, and is responsible for ensuring any such device the information is held on is both password secured and encrypted.



 



 



From: candidates <candidates@wiltshire.gov.uk> 
Sent: 04 June 2025 14:50
Subject: Reminder - Parish Councils - Return of Election Expenses



 



Good afternoon 



 



This is a general reminder sent to all parish, town and city councils. 



 



We would like to let you know that following the elections that took place on 1 May 2025, all candidates who stood at the election (even if that election was not contested and did not go to poll) are required by law to complete a declaration of election expenses return to the Returning Officer. 



 



Electoral Services and the Returning Officer would appreciate it if you could remind your councillors of the legal requirement to return the relevant form. You could do this at the next meeting or by forwarding this email to your councillors as a reminder. The legal deadline to send us the expenses return was 29 May 2025 so this has now passed. 



 



What form should be completed?



I have attached the 2 forms that the councillors could complete: 



*	The parish elections – NIL return for candidates form can be used if the councillor did not incur any expenses, OR

*	The parish elections – expenses form and candidate declaration can be used if the councillor did incur expenses



 



Candidates/councillors who require the expenses limit to write on their form can visit our Information for Candidates website. 



 



How can councillors return the form? 



The form can be completed and returned to us at candidates@wiltshire.gov.uk, handed in at a Wiltshire Council office or posted to Election Expenses, Returning Officer, Electoral Services, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 8JN. 



 



Where can councillors find guidance on how to complete the form? 



The full list of forms from the Electoral Commission and guidance on how to return the form(s) is available at Completing your return | Electoral Commission. 



You may also find the information relating to failure to submit a spending return/declaration useful, which is available at What happens if a spending return or declaration isn’t submitted? | Electoral Commission. 



 



If you have any questions, please write to us at candidates@wiltshire.gov.uk. 



 



Thank you for your support in this matter. 



 



Kind regards



Electoral Services







0300 456 01 12



www.wiltshire.gov.uk/elections 



 



 



--------------------------------------------------------------------



This email originates from Wiltshire Council and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and may be subject to Copyright or Intellectual Property rights. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the email from your inbox. Any disclosure, reproduction, dissemination, modification and distribution of the contents of the email is strictly prohibited. Email content may be monitored by Wiltshire Council to ensure compliance with its policies and procedures. No contract is intended by this email, and any personal opinions expressed in this message are those of the sender and should not be taken as representing views of Wiltshire Council. Please note Wiltshire Council utilises anti-virus scanning software but does not warrant that any e-mail or attachments are free from viruses or other defects and accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected e-mail transmissions. Receipt of this e-mail does not imply consent to use or provide this e-mail address to any third party for any purpose. Wiltshire Council will not request the disclosure of personal financial information by means of e-mail any such request should be confirmed in writing by contacting Wiltshire Council. 
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Parish elections - Nil return for candidates - BETA.pdf




Nil return for candidates at parish elections 



Parish / Ward   



Date of election   



Candidate’s name   



I, the candidate, state that I incurred no election spending in this election. 



By incurring no election spending, I mean that neither I nor anyone acting on my behalf 



did any of the following to promote my candidacy in the regulated period (including on 



travel and living expenses): 



• made payments  



• made use of items, facilities or services that were provided for my use or benefit 



• made use of items bought before the regulated period  



• incurred spending but did not receive the invoice (“unpaid claims”) 



• incurred spending but did not make the payment (“disputed claims”) 



 



For further information, please see the Electoral Commission’s candidate guidance. 





https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-england/candidate-spending/when-do-candidate-spending-laws-apply


https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-england


1 May 2025











 



 
 
 



 



Declaration by candidate as to election expenses 



 



Local government: Parish and community elections 



Election of a Councillor 



 
To be completed by the candidate to accompany the return of election 
expenses 
 
Please note: there is no longer any requirement for this declaration to be 
signed by a Justice of the Peace 
 
Election for the                                                                                ward of the 



 



 
Parish/community of  



 
Date of publication of notice of the election 



 



 
Full name of candidate 



 
 
I solemnly and sincerely declare as follows:  



1. The amount incurred  by me  at the above election was £ 
_________________. 



2. To the best of my knowledge and belief no other election expenses 
have been paid or incurred by me or by any other person or 
organisation in connection with my candidature. 



3. To the best of my knowledge and belief the accompanying return of 
election expenses is complete and correct as required by law. 



4. I understand that the law does not allow any election expenses not 
mentioned in the return to be defrayed except in pursuance of a court 
order.  



 
Signature of declarant  



 
Date 





11 March 2025
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Parish elections - Expenses form and candidate declaration.pdf




 



Candidate spending 
return and declaration 
for parish elections in 
England  
 



Who this form is for: 
Candidates standing for election in parish level elections, 
whether the elections are contested or not. 
More detail can be found in our guidance for candidates at 
parish council elections. 
 



Explanatory notes 
Details of candidate and election  
Please provide the details requested under this section and 
sign the form. 
Calculate your spending limit and enter it on the form. 
Your spending limit is £960, plus 8p per local government 
elector in the parish or town council area which you are 
standing for. 
If you are a joint candidate you will need to reduce your 
spending limit by: 
• a quarter (25%) – when there are two joint candidates, or 
• a third (33%) – when there are three or more joint 



candidates 



You can find out the electorate, which is the number of people 
registered to vote on the last day for publication of the notice of 
election, from your Returning Officer.   





https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-england


https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-england








Need help? Just call us… England: 020 7271 0616  Wales: 029 2034 6800   



 



 



 



 



2 
Part 1: Summary of spending  
Complete the summary table to show your spending during the 
election campaign. 
All notional spending and unpaid claims should be entered in 
the specific boxes provided.  
If you have not spent any money under a particular category 
please enter nil in the appropriate box. 



Part 2: Payments 
A Breakdown of expenditure  
Use this table to provide a breakdown of all payments making 
up the amounts shown under categories A to I in the summary 
table (part 1).  
For every item of spending, please give details of: 
• the item or service used 
• the name and address of the supplier 
• the date the invoice was paid 
• the date the invoice was received 
• the amount paid 
• the invoice or receipt number. Invoices or receipts are 



required for all items of £10 or more except notional 
spending 



Please remember to indicate when you are entering a nil 
payment.  
B Unpaid claims 
Use this table to tell us more about claims that remain unpaid 
on the day you submit the form. 
For each claim, please give details of: 
• the item 
• the date the invoice was received 
• the amount 
• the action taken or to be taken in relation to this claim 



Include the details of the court to which you have applied, or 
will apply, to make a late payment. 



C Declaration of value on notional spending over £50 
Use this table to tell us about all items of notional spending of 
more than £50.  











Need help? Just call us… England: 020 7271 0616  Wales: 029 2034 6800   



 



 



 



 



3 
You do not need to tell us about notional spending of £50 or 
less. This does not need to be included on the return and it 
does not count towards your spending limit. 
For items of notional spending please tell us: 
• the item or service provided 
• the normal commercial cost of the item/service 
• the actual cost you have paid as recorded in Part 2 table A 
• the value of notional spending 
• when you incurred this spending 
You must sign this section of the form whether or not any 
notional spending was incurred.  











Need help? Just call us… England: 020 7271 0616  Wales: 029 2034 6800   



 



 



 



 



4 
Completing and returning this 
form to the Returning Officer  
You should complete and return the form to the Returning 
Officer for your electoral area. The form must be submitted 
within 28 calendar days after the day of the election. 
The form must be accompanied by the declaration signed by 
you to verify the return. 



 
 
 
Where can I get further advice? 
 
If you have any questions about candidates’ election spending 
you can contact us: 
 
Visit us at www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
Email us at pef@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
Call us on 0333 103 1928 
 
 
 



If the deadline for 
submitting your 
return falls on a non-
working day, the 
deadline will be the 
first working day 
after. 
 





http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


mailto:pef@electoralcommission.org.uk








£ pp



Total election expenses



Return of Election Expenses
To be completed by the candidate and returned within 28 days after the day of the election



Part one: Summary of expenses



Category Amount



A. Candidate’s personal expenses (i.e. travel and subsistence)
B. Paid to individuals for services rendered (sub-agents, clerks, 
messengers, etc)
C. Paid for election offices:



C1. Hire of rooms
C2. Office costs (use of computers etc)



D. Paid for public meetings:
D1. Hire of rooms
D2. Paid to public speakers



E. Paid for materials to electors:
E1. Design and printing costs
E2. Distribution costs (e.g. postage)



F. Paid for advertising:



I. Miscellaneous Items



Total unpaid claims



Total notional expenditure



F1. Posters/banners/billboards
F2. Publicity materials (e.g. loudspeakers, rosettes)



G. Paid for stationery costs
H. Paid for communication costs (phone, fax, internet, etc)



In the […………………………….…..ward of the]
Parish/Community of ………………..…….……..



Date of Election…………..……………………….



Name of candidate……………..…………………



Spending limit.....................................................



1. I am the person named above as Candidate in this election.
2. I hereby make the following return of my election expenses.



Signature of Candidate …………………….. Date…………….



Page 1 of  3











Payments made by the candidate or any of their agents (A to I)



Invoice Paid Invoice Received



Total



Part two: Payments
A. Breakdown of expenditure



DateItem and Supplier Details 
(including the category the item falls under 



(A to I)
Amount Invoice no.       



(if attached)



Please note: For each item of expenditure reported (except those items under £10) an invoice or receipt detailing each 
item of expenditure  must be provided in support.



Page 2 of  3











B. Unpaid claims
In addition to payments listed above, I am aware of the following unpaid claims:



£ pp



C. Declaration of value of notional expenditure over £50



Signed ……………………………...   Date…………………



Item 
Date(s) or Period 



Expenditure 
Incurred



Commercial Cost of 
Item



Actual Cost 
Paid  



Value of 
Notional 



Expenditure



I hereby declare that the following individual amount(s) of expenditure incurred under s.90C of the RPA’83 
and listed below at Part 2C of this return represents the full and true value as calculated in accordance with 
that section.



Total notional expenditure



Action taken or to 
be taken



Amount



Please note: You may have few, if any, payments to report under this section. If you are unsure as to the type of 
expenditure that should be recorded in this section please refer to the accompanying guidance notes



Total unpaid claims



Item/Service Date invoice 
received



Page 3 of  3











 



 
 
 



 



Declaration by candidate as to election expenses 



 



Local government: Parish and community elections 



Election of a Councillor 



 
To be completed by the candidate to accompany the return of election 
expenses 
 
Please note: there is no longer any requirement for this declaration to be 
signed by a Justice of the Peace 
 
Election for the                                                                                ward of the 



 



 
Parish/community of  



 
Date of publication of notice of the election 



 



 
Full name of candidate 



 
 
I solemnly and sincerely declare as follows:  



1. The amount incurred  by me  at the above election was £ 
_________________. 



2. To the best of my knowledge and belief no other election expenses 
have been paid or incurred by me or by any other person or 
organisation in connection with my candidature. 



3. To the best of my knowledge and belief the accompanying return of 
election expenses is complete and correct as required by law. 



4. I understand that the law does not allow any election expenses not 
mentioned in the return to be defrayed except in pursuance of a court 
order.  



 
Signature of declarant  



 
Date 
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FW: Briefing Note 25-04 Wiltshire's Housing Land Supply Statement

		From

		clerk@bgpc.org.uk

		To

		Bill Monk; David Wright; Jennifer Corbin; MARTIN HOOPER; Martin Hooper ; Mike Griffiths; Tony Cooper (tony@bgpc.org.uk)

		Cc

		Jennifer Corbin; Linzi Fielding

		Recipients

		will@bgpc.org.uk; david@bgpc.org.uk; jennifer@bgpc.org.uk; martin.hooper@talktalk.net; martin@bgpc.org.uk; mike@bgpc.org.uk; tony@bgpc.org.uk; jenniferrcorbin@gmail.com; linzi@bgpc.org.uk



 



Dear All



 



This may be of interest with regard to the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) it explains Wiltshire’s current positiona and the consequences if we fail to meet our Housing Supply targets.



 



Kind Regards,



Karen Spence
Clerk, Broughton Gifford Parish Council



07939 879488  |  www.broughtongiffordparishcouncil.org.uk



 







 



	



 







Please consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail message, ask yourself whether you really need a hard copy.



 



	



 



Broughton Gifford Parish Council do not capture and store any personal information about an individual who accesses their services, except where he or she voluntarily elects to give the Council such personal information, such as name and address, via email. Any such personal information supplied will only be used to provide the requested information or information regarding services provided by the Council. The nominated Data Controller is the Clerk of the Parish Council. The Data Controller will only retain information for as long as necessary for the purpose for which it was collected, and is responsible for ensuring any such device the information is held on is both password secured and encrypted.



 



 



From: Democratic and Member Services <Committee@wiltshire.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 June 2025 15:07
Subject: Briefing Note 25-04 Wiltshire's Housing Land Supply Statement



 



Good afternoon,



 



Please find attached a copy of Briefing Note no. 25 – 04, this is an update to Wiltshire’s Housing Land Supply position. This will be of particular relevance to councillors on planning committees.



 



Note: this Briefing Note has been circulated to Parish and Town Clerks at the request of the author. 



 



Regards



 



Democratic Services





Web: www.wiltshire.gov.uk 



Follow Wiltshire Council



 



 



Sign up to Wiltshire Council’s email news service



 



--------------------------------------------------------------------



This email originates from Wiltshire Council and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and may be subject to Copyright or Intellectual Property rights. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the email from your inbox. Any disclosure, reproduction, dissemination, modification and distribution of the contents of the email is strictly prohibited. Email content may be monitored by Wiltshire Council to ensure compliance with its policies and procedures. No contract is intended by this email, and any personal opinions expressed in this message are those of the sender and should not be taken as representing views of Wiltshire Council. Please note Wiltshire Council utilises anti-virus scanning software but does not warrant that any e-mail or attachments are free from viruses or other defects and accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected e-mail transmissions. Receipt of this e-mail does not imply consent to use or provide this e-mail address to any third party for any purpose. Wiltshire Council will not request the disclosure of personal financial information by means of e-mail any such request should be confirmed in writing by contacting Wiltshire Council. 
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Email:     nic.thomas@wiltshire.gov.uk 
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BRIEFING NOTE ON HOUSING LAND SUPPLY 



 
Summary 
 
We have now completed the update to Wiltshire’s housing land supply position. The current 
position is a 2.42 years supply using a base date of 1 April 2024. This will be used to inform 
decision-taking of planning applications and appeals. 
 
This is the first Housing Land Supply Statement to be published since the update to the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was issued on 12 December 2024. This made changes to how 
housing land supply should be assessed, including the reintroduction of a buffer on the housing 
requirement, and an update to the calculation by which the housing requirement is established. An 
update on how the revised NPPF impacts on the council’s planning functions is provided in Briefing 
Note 24-20. 
 
Recent housing delivery in Wiltshire remains strong, with the latest Housing Delivery Test results 
(from 2023) indicating the council has met 135% of its housing targets over the past three years.  
 
However, it is imperative that the housing land supply is continually replenished with new planning 
permissions and site allocations to ensure that housing requirements in the future can be met. 
Where there is an insufficient housing land supply to meet housing requirements over the next five 
years (for example, through allocated sites not being brought forward promptly) the council can be 
exposed to unplanned, ‘speculative’ planning applications, to help improve the housing land supply.  
 
This briefing note provides information on both these Government measures and what the 
implications are for decision making.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s234048/2420NPPFHLSSDecember2024.pdf


https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s234048/2420NPPFHLSSDecember2024.pdf








 



 



1. Introduction  
 
1.1 Government policy as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) includes 



two measures that are designed to drive the delivery of housing:  
 



(i) Five-year housing land supply (see below) 
(ii) Housing Delivery Test 



  
1.2 The main difference between the two is that: 



 
(i) the five-year housing land supply measures the level of ‘supply’ that can be 



expected to come forward over a five-year period of time i.e. the number of homes 
that it is anticipated will be built; whereas 



(ii) the Housing Delivery Test measures the number of homes that have been built over 
a set period.     



 
1.3 Both measures have established methodologies and assess the expected delivery of 



homes, and homes that have been delivered respectively, against the housing requirement 
for a local authority area. There is no latitude as to how the methods are applied. 



 
 
2. What is the five-year housing land supply? 
 
2.1 The latest NPPF (December 2024) sets out how the five-year housing land supply operates. 



There are two pertinent paragraphs: 
 



Paragraph 78 
 
Strategic policies should include a trajectory illustrating the expected rate of housing delivery 



over the plan period, and all plans should consider whether it is appropriate to set out the 



anticipated rate of development for specific sites. Local planning authorities should identify 



and update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide a minimum of 



five years’ worth of housing against their housing requirement set out in adopted strategic 



policies, or against their local housing need where the strategic policies are more than five 



years old. The supply of specific deliverable sites should in addition include a buffer (moved 



forward from later in the plan period) of: 



a) 5% to ensure choice and competition in the market for land; or 



b) 20% where there has been significant under delivery of housing over the previous three 



years, to improve the prospect of achieving the planned supply; or 



c) From 1 July 2026, for the purposes of decision-making only, 20% where a local planning 



authority has a housing requirement adopted in the last five years examined against a 



previous version of this Framework, and whose annual average housing requirement is 80% 



or less of the most up to date local housing need figure calculated using the standard 



method set out in national planning practice guidance.  



 



 



 











 



 



Paragraph 79 
 
To maintain the supply of housing, local planning authorities should monitor progress in 



building out sites which have permission. Where the Housing Delivery Test indicates that 



delivery has fallen below the local planning authority’s housing requirement over the previous 



three years, the following policy consequences should apply: 



a) where delivery falls below 95% of the requirement over the previous three years, the 



authority should prepare an action plan to assess the causes of under-delivery and identify 



actions to increase delivery in future years; 



b) where delivery falls below 85% of the requirement over the previous three years, the 



authority should include a buffer of 20% to their identified supply of specific deliverable sites 



as set out in paragraph 78 of this framework, in addition to the requirement for an action plan; 



c) where delivery falls below 75% of the requirement over the previous three years, the 



presumption in favour of sustainable development applies, as set out in footnote 8 of this 



Framework, in addition to the requirements for an action plan and 20% buffer. 



 
Where there has been significant under delivery of housing over the previous three years1, 



the supply of specific deliverable sites should in addition include a buffer of 20% (moved 



forward from later in the plan period).” 



 
 



2.2 As the Wiltshire Core Strategy (adopted January 2015) is more than five years old, the 
housing requirement to be used in the five-year housing land supply calculation is 
Wiltshire’s local housing need based on the Government’s standard method2. The local 
housing need is based on the existing housing stock and an adjustment to take account of 
housing affordability in the local authority area. It is recalculated every year based on the 
latest data which is applicable at the base date, currently 1 April 2024. The standard 
methodology operates on a local authority basis and does not disperse the local housing 
need figure to a smaller geographic level.  



 
2.3 The annual update for Wiltshire has now been completed and the results of the 



assessment, using a base date of 1 April 2024, are set out in the 2024 Housing Land 
Supply Statement (HLSS). This is available on our website via this link. Key points:  



 



• The council cannot demonstrate the requisite five-year housing land supply. The current 
position indicates there is a 2.42 years supply. 
 



• The deliverable supply has increased from the previous position (as set out in Briefing 
Note 24-20) due to a number of factors, including an increase in the number of 
permissions being granted, and solutions for nutrient mitigation on environmentally 
designated sites being established. 



 
 
 



 
1 Where the Housing Delivery Test results indicate delivery below 85%. 
2 Planning Practice Guidance (MHCLG, December 2024) - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-and-



economic-development-needs-assessments   





https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-monitoring-evidence








 



 



 
3. How is the housing land supply calculated? 
 
3.1 Housing land supply is calculated using a base date from which calculations are made to 



ensure a consistent position is established.  
 
3.2 We have now updated the housing land supply calculation using a base date of 1 April 



2024. Using this base date, an explanation is provided below:  
 



Starting point for calculation at base date of 1 April 2024:  
 
Local Housing Need (as at 1 April 2024) = 3,525 homes per annum  
 
Base 5-year requirement = 17,625 homes 
 
Add a 5% buffer to the base 5-year requirement = 18,506 homes 
 
 
 
What can be included in the supply ? 
 
(i) Number of homes on small sites (less than 10 homes) with planning permission or 



resolution to grant at 1 April 2024 = 1,415 homes outstanding of which 955 homes 



were considered to be deliverable within five years (the reduced number takes into 



account a delivery rate that is based on historic data on non-implementation and 



delivery timescales). 



 
(ii) Number of homes on large sites (10 or more homes) with full planning permission at 



1 April 2024 = 4,853 homes outstanding of which 4,289 homes were considered 



deliverable within five years (the reduced number reflects delivery timescales and 



that some sites will not deliver in their entirety, or at all, in the five-year period). 



 
(iii) For other large sites with either outline planning permission, resolution to grant 



planning permission, or sites of any size which are allocated in the development 



plan3 at 1 April 2024 = 9,745 homes outstanding, of which 2,411 homes were 



considered deliverable over the five year period from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2029 



(the reduced number reflects delivery timescales and that some sites will not deliver 



in their entirety, or at all, in the five-year period). 



 
(iv) Windfall allowance: number of homes expected to be completed on new ‘windfall’ 



sites (which do not have planning permission as at 1 April 2024) over a five-year 



period from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2029 = 1,290 homes 



 
Therefore, in total 8,945 homes can be included in the deliverable supply.  
 



3.3 (i) and (ii) are relatively straightforward statistical exercises, which involve an understanding 
of delivery timescales for individual sites. 



 



 
3 Wiltshire Core Strategy, Chippenham Site Allocations Plan, Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan, and 
allocations in Neighbourhood Plans which do not yet have planning permission. 











 



 



3.4 (iv) is also a statistical exercise that requires understanding of past delivery trends and the 
potential for development opportunities to come forward in the future. As these are matters 
which vary year-on-year, the allowance is reviewed and refreshed as part of each annual 
update. The position includes an allowance for delivery on brownfield sites and small 
greenfield sites.  



 
3.5 (iii) is more complex, and clear evidence must be provided for each site to meet the 



requirements of paragraph 78 of the NPPF, which requires that sites are deliverable over 
the five-year period being assessed. This means that for large sites, which take time to 
deliver, we may only be able to include the early phases of development in the five-year 
land supply.  



 
3.6 So, while on the face of it there is a substantial pool of sites (for 17,303 homes in total) and 



a higher level of supply could be expected, the timescales within which these can be 
delivered is a key consideration in setting out the five-year housing land supply. An 
assessment of the deliverability of these sites has indicated that only 52% of these are 
capable of delivery during the five-year period 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2029. This is an 
increase from last year’s assessment of deliverability, indicating that larger strategic sites 
are starting to come forward and contribute to the five-year supply. Factors determining 
housing delivery are often outside our control, as the development industry ultimately 
determines how and when sites come forward, despite planning permissions being granted 
and sites being allocated within the development plan.    



 
3.7 It is important for credible judgements to be made in undertaking these assessments 



because they are subject to scrutiny at appeal by appellants, third parties and the appointed 
Planning Inspector. 



 
 
4. What are the implications of not having a five-year housing land supply? 
 
4.1 The implications for not having an adequate housing land supply for decision making were 



set out in previous briefing notes, most recently in No. 24-18 (September 2024). These 
indicated that the presumption in favour of sustainable development applied when 
determining planning applications. 



  
4.2 Following the December 2024 changes to the NPPF, the council is now required to 



demonstrate a five-year housing land supply (including the appropriate buffer as set out in 
paragraph 78 of the NPPF) to prevent the presumption in favour of sustainable 
development (or ‘tilted balance’) applying when determining planning applications. The 
implications of this are detailed in Briefing Note 24-20 (December 2024).  



 
 
5. What is the Housing Delivery Test (HDT) and consequences? 



5.1 It measures net homes delivery (i.e. net homes built) in a local authority area, such as 
Wiltshire, against the homes required over the preceding three years. It uses local authority 
completions statistics and planning data to carry out the calculation.  



 
5.2 The results are published for each local authority area by the Secretary of State annually, 



see Housing Delivery Test (www.gov.uk) 
 
5.3 As set out in the NPPF the Housing Delivery Test will apply the day following publication of 



the results, at which point they supersede previously published results. The most up to date 





https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s234046/2418HousingLandSupplyUpdateSept2024.pdf


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/housing-delivery-test








 



 



result, at the time of writing, is for 2023. 
 



5.4  Since the inception of the Housing Delivery Test the published results for Wiltshire are:  
 



2018   139% (years measured 2015/16 - 2017/18) 
2019  149% (years measured 2016/17 - 2018/19) 
2020  140% (years measured 2017/18 - 2019/20) 
2021  141% (years measured 2018/19 - 2020/21) 
2022  106% (years measured 2019/20 - 2021/22) 
2023  135% (years measured 2020/21 – 2022/23) 



 
5.5  The three consequences of failing the Housing Delivery Test (HDT) are set out in paragraph 



79 of the NPPF, as follows: 
 



1. Triggering the presumption in favour of sustainable development (HDT below 75%)  
 



The presumption in favour of sustainable development (paragraph 11d, NPPF), as 
explained above, should be applied to decisions where the HDT indicates delivery 
has fallen below 75% of the housing requirement. 



  
2. 20% buffer (HDT below 85%)  
 



The five-year land supply must include an additional buffer of 20% where the HDT 
indicates that delivery was below 85% of the housing requirement. 



 
3. Requirement to prepare an action plan (HDT below 95%): 
 



The authority should prepare an action plan in line with national planning guidance, 
to assess the causes of under-delivery and identify actions to increase delivery in 
future years. 
 



5.6 Wiltshire has consistently performed well against the HDT and has passed the test in the 
latest results. As a result, none of the consequences set out above apply in Wiltshire. 



 
 
6. What can we do to improve the housing land supply? 



 
6.1 The council will look to restore a five-year housing land supply through the Local Plan, 



which should be adopted prior to December 2025. In the interim, where applications are 



being considered for sites at settlements but outside the defined settlement boundaries 



there may be the opportunity to improve housing supply by favourably considering housing 



development proposals. The Wiltshire Local Plan review also looks to allocate additional 



housing land, some of which can be delivered within five years, and therefore will contribute 



towards meeting the five-year housing land supply in the future.  



 



6.2 Since the base date of 1 April 2024, consents have continued to be granted permission on 



suitable sites. While these do not currently contribute to the housing land supply because 



they were permitted after the base date of 1 April 2024, they will help to increase the 



housing land supply in the future. New permissions help replenish the housing land supply 



as it is reduced due to housing completions, planning permissions lapsing, and delays in 











 



 



delivery on key sites. Table 4 of the HLSS contains a list of large new sites (10 or more 



dwellings) that have been permitted since the base date up to the date of publication. 



 
6.3 Work will now commence on the preparation of the next HLSS which will have a 1 April 



2025 base date. These statements take time to prepare, particularly for authorities the size 



of Wiltshire, and typically take around 9 to 12 months from the base date to publication. It is 



anticipated that the next HLSS will take into account housing allocations in the Local Plan 



review. 
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OPCC Road Safety Conference - Friday 4 July 2025

		From

		Police and Crime Commissioner



Dear Sir/Madam,



 



I recently published my new Police and Crime Plan for Swindon and Wiltshire for 2025-2029. Priority 3 of the plan is tackling crimes that matter most to the community, and this includes improving road safety. 



 



Sadly in 2024 19 people were killed on roads in the Wiltshire police force area, and 210 were seriously injured. Whilst this is a reduction on previous years, these numbers are still far too high, and I am determined that we will do all we can to reduce collisions and improve safety for everyone using the road networks across Wiltshire and Swindon. 



 



But this cannot be solved by policing alone – improving road safety requires a comprehensive and joined up approach from all partners, which is why I am convening a road safety conference to bring everyone together to help shape our future plans. 



 



I am therefore inviting local MPs, councillors from Wiltshire Council and Swindon Borough Council, one representative from each Parish/Town/City Council and from each of the Community Speed Watch teams across the force area to join me on Friday 4 July 2025 at Tidworth Garrison Theatre to hear from speakers on the key pillars of our Vision Zero approach; education, engineering, education, empowerment, enforcement and post collision care and investigation. 



 



Senior officers and representatives from Wiltshire Police, Wiltshire Council, Swindon Borough Council, Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service, National Highways, the military and other partners will be present. There will be the opportunity to ask questions during the day and a panel to take questions at the end of the day. However, should you subsequently think of further questions please feel free to contact my office.



 



The day will begin at 10.00 and will conclude by 16.00, with lunch and refreshments provided. Please RSVP to pcc@wiltshire.police.uk to confirm the name of the representative who will attend. 



 



Kind regards,



 



P R Wilkinson OBE



Police and Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire and Swindon



Wiltshire Police Headquarters, London Road, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 2DN



 



Website: www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk



Twitter: www.twitter.com/PCCWiltsSwindon 
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Aldi’s proposals for a new discount food store on land at the former Countrywide Farmers PLC, Bradford Road, Melksham

		From

		Samuel Solden

		To

		ian.thorn@wiltshire.gov.uk

		Recipients

		ian.thorn@wiltshire.gov.uk



Good morning,





I hope this email finds you well.





I am emailing to advise that ALDI have now launched a two week virtual consultation, in respect of proposals for a new discount store in Melksham.



 



I have attached a community newsletter, that was distributed to c.2,000 local residents and businesses yesterday, advising of how to view and provide feedback on the plans. We will also be launching a social media advert with a survey attached, allowing residents to provide feedback on the proposals.





The online consultation can be viewed via: 



https://aldiconsultation.co.uk/melksham/



 



If you have any further questions, then please do not hesitate to get in touch.





Kind regards,



 
	

	Samuel Solden | Senior Account Executive	

e.	

samuel.solden@cavendishconsulting.com	

t.	

+44 (0) 20 3219 7952
	

w.	

cavendishconsulting.com	
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ALDI Melksham Newsletter.pdf




Aldi, the award-winning discount food retailer, is excited 
to announce plans for a new high-quality food store.



As you will be aware, Aldi has been operating in Melksham 
for a number of years and currently has a store located on 
Beanacre Road. Aldi are now looking at relocating to the former 
Countrywide Farmers PLC site, as our current store no longer 
meets Aldi’s needs. Aldi can confi rm that the existing store will 
remain open whilst proposals are being progressed with this 
new site.



Aldi is keen to consult with the community ahead of submission 
of our planning application, so that we can hear your views fi rst 
hand and take those into account as we fi nalise our proposals. 



We will report the outcome of this consultation in a Statement 
of Community Involvement submitted with the planning 
application and encourage you to participate and provide 
your thoughts.



View our virtual public exhibition:
By visiting: aldiconsultation.co.uk/melksham 



Between: 11 June to 25 June 2025



You will be able to view the plans and provide 
your feedback. 



Alternatively, you can email your views 
to aldi@consultation-online.co.uk



Scan here
Scan the QR code to link to our virtual 
exhibition.



Unable to get online? 
If you are unable to access the internet, please contact 
us on the freephone information line, 020 3398 1590, 
and you’ll be able to speak with a member of the 
project team as well as arrange for copies of the virtual 
exhibition display material to be sent in the post.



Our proposal for Melksham offers: 
Detailed plans for a new Aldi food store: giving 
existing and future residents better access to Aldi’s 
award-winning range of high-quality products 
at low prices.



All staff at the existing Aldi store will be retained, with 
additional jobs created for the local community, paid 
at industry leading rates of £12.75 an hour (increasing 
to £12.85 from September 2025).



A new community food store with a sales area 
of 1,356sqm



Further job opportunities created in the construction 
and supply chain for the development.



Approximately 130 car parking spaces for the Aldi 
store, including accessible, parent & child and 
EV spaces.



10 electric vehicle charging points, 4 of which will 
include rapid charge, with additional infrastructure 
installed so further points can be added in the future



Extensive cycle parking for customers and staff 
to encourage active travel.



Attractive landscaping incorporated around 
the site to improve its appearance



A total investment of £10 million: benefi ting 
Melksham and the wider area.



A new Aldi food store for Melksham



Find out more at our virtual public exhibition
www.aldiconsultation.co.uk/melksham



Example Computer Generated Image of a new Aldi Store











Local jobs
Aldi aims to provide flexible jobs for local people. If 
approved, all staff at the existing Aldi store will be retained, 
with additional jobs created for the local community



Aldi’s jobs offer training and career growth opportunities 
within the company. Aldi’s rates of pay are higher than the 
Government’s National Living Wage and also above the 
Living Wage Foundation’s recommended national rates. 
Store Assistants receive a minimum hourly rate of £12.75. 



Further employment opportunities would also be created 
during the construction period and in the supply chain. 



Next steps
Aldi welcomes your views on its proposal for a new store 
for Melksham.



Please visit the virtual public exhibition on our project 
website. www.aldiconsultation.co.uk/melksham



Alternatively, you can email your views 
to aldi@consultation-online.co.uk 



Or call us on 020 3398 1590



Feel free to share
We want as many people as possible to participate in our 
consultation process. Please do share details of our virtual 
public exhibition with your friends and family, should the 
be interested in finding out more. 



A contemporary design
Aldi plans to introduce a high-quality food store, designed 
to blend in with the existing surrounding buildings and 
landscape. The proposed development will avoid any 
unacceptable impact to neighbours, both during and 
after construction.



The UK’s lowest priced supermarket
Aldi has been named as the UK’s Cheapest Supermarket 
for 2024 by consumer champion Which?.



Aldi focuses on quality rather than quantity, stocking a 
carefully selected range of groceries that shoppers need. 
This efficient approach allows Aldi to pass on savings 
to customers.



Landscaping and biodiversity
Aldi takes great pride in the quality and design of its stores, 
with landscaping a key part of creating an attractive and 
welcoming environment.



All new Aldi stores include a range of embodied carbon 
reduction measures - including solar (PV) panels, air source 
heat pumps and 100% LED lighting.
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Authority Payee  Description  NET  VAT  GROSS  

Paid on Standing Authority (Nil) 

      

To be approved for payment 

LGA 1972 s111 Tony Cooper   Expenses    ( Plaque , signage equipment , maps etc )     37. 80          7.56       45.36  

   Total to authorise    £ 3 7 . 80       £ 7 . 56    £ 45.36  
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Current account: £ 18,222.60

Savings account: £ 50,552.81
Total all balances: £68,775.41




