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WELL SEASONED & BARN STORED 

HARDWOOD LOGS & KINDLING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RING ANDY AT SHAW LOGS 

TEL: 01249 714009 

BROUGHTON GIFFORD 

PARISH COUNCIL 

TENDERS ARE 

SOUGHT 

for Broughton Gifford Cemetery  

Maintenance Contract  

2021-2022 & 2022-2023 

with option for renewal for 2023-2024    

Details & Specification from  

Georgina Berry, 

Clerk, 5a Curtis Orchard, 

Broughton Gifford, Melksham SN12 8PU 

clerk@broughtongiffordparishcouncil.org.uk 
01225 782423 

 

Tenders to be received by Mon 11th  

February 2021 5:30 p.m.  

mailto:clerk@broughtongiffordparishcouncil.org.uk
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Editorial 

A belated but very sincere Happy New to you all. 

Well it’s done the dirty on us again. With the current lockdown we will be 

unable to do a full distribution of printed copies of this edition. Nevertheless, 

we will be making a limited number of printed copies available for 

collection outside The Bell and we will, of course, be publishing on line. 

Congratulations to our senior-est citizens on getting their first jabs recently. By 

all accounts it has been an exemplary bit of logistics for which they deserve 

praise. We young(?) bloods have never been keener to have a hole or two 

in our arms. (They do do it in the arm, don't they?) 

Spring is just around the corner as witnessed by our first daffodil but Autumn 

doesn’t appear to have given up either; we still have a couple of rose 

flowers in bud that have steadfastly resisted everything that wind, rain and 

frost could throw at them. Having said that winter flexed her muscles again 

with a beautiful blanket of snow ready for a morning’s snow-manning, snow-

balling and general fun on The Common. It was a delight to see so many 

people out enjoying the simple pleasures. 

Editor 

Apology 

Our December edition of this magazine included a disparaging comment about a bag of “rubble” being 
left by the roadside in the village. This was directed at the contractor, J.P. Building Services,  and, by 
extension, at the owner, Mr Stewart Clutterbuck, of the property upon which work was being done. The 
comment appeared to be based on the assumption that work had been completed. 

Stewart has informed us that the works are still on-going, having been badly disrupted by the Covid-19 
situation, and that the “rubble” is in fact sand needed for further work. 

It is the magazine’s policy to celebrate life in the village rather than sniping at our neighbours. We 
therefore apologise unreservedly to Stewart and to J.P. Building Services for the offence caused. 

This month’s cover photo: “Winter willow outside Great Chalfield Manor”; courtesy of Tony Cooper 
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CLASSICAL HOMEOPATHY 

THE ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE 

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

 

 

 

ANDREA DELL 

Dip. I.A.C.H. MARH RHom 

Registered Homeopath 

Do you want to find out 

what Homeopathy can do for YOU? 
 

Call me for a  

FREE 15 min initial appointment 
 

Tel: 07966 581498 
 

CLINICS IN BATH, BROMHAM                                    
GLASTONBURY AND WOODBOROUGH 

 

MP GRIFFITHS 
Plumbing and Heating 

OFTEC Registered Technician 

   Oil fired boiler commissioning and servicing 

Bathroom, shower and utility installations 

Taps, tanks, leaks and bursts - No job too small 

     Tel  01225 783731                 Mobile  07407 616847 

AGE UK WILTSHIRE REGISTERED 
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Primary Maths & English Tutor 

Janet Kennedy BA (Hons), PCGE, Cert. SpLd (Dyslexia) 

Over 20 years teaching Maths and Literacy in Ofsted 'Outstanding' school, now offering 

1:1 personalised tuition. 

janetkennedy765@btinternet.com                                               Enhanced DBS Certificate 

07786228647                                            Online tuition available                                                       

CHIPPENDALE & CO 
Accountants & Tax Advisors 

MARYFIELD HOUSE, 22 THE STREET, BROUGHTON GIFFORD SN12 8PH 

Tel: 01225 783233 

We prepare accounts, tax returns and annual returns for individuals,                  

self-employed businesses, partnerships and small limited companies. Please  

contact us for a quote if you feel we can be of assistance. 

Principal: Thomas Chippendale FCA   

tc8mdc@gmail.com 

Melksham Foodbank 

Melksham Foodbank would like to thank the people of 

Broughton Gifford for their generosity over the past year, both 

with food and with money.  In 2020 the demands upon us were 

twice what they were in 2019 and this has increased once again 

in the current lockdown.  They describe the current situation as 

"manic". 

So if you feel you can contribute even further they would be 

very grateful. 
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We are delighted to welcome this series back at last and we’ll be having more later in the year. 

This month we meet Gerald Harding, whose memories of Broughton Gifford go back to 1943. 

Born 77 years ago into a Broughton Gifford family, Gerald Harding can remember when massive elm trees lined the 
hedgerows in the approach to the village, two of which formed a vast arch as you entered. He also remembers the 
sawmill where his grandfather used to work along with many other locals (and in fact, sadly died there, crushed by a 
falling stack of timber). 

He tells me that the family name of Harding is one of the oldest recorded in the village, along with Gerrish and 
Mortimer, and he is now one of a handful of people born here who still remain. 

“I have a passion for this place,” he says – and, still living in his original family home on The Common, Gerald has no 
intention of ever moving. Once a two-bedroom house when he lived there with his parents and three siblings, he 
has gradually added to the property, which now has four bedrooms and a two-storey outbuilding that serves as a 
workshop and studio. Over the years, if you passed by, you may well have seen Gerald grafting away on his home-
building projects – often on weekends. 

With a father in the construction trade, Gerald knew from a young age that he wanted a similar profession, but 
unlike his dad, he had a particular fascination with architectural design. After attending the Broughton Gifford 
primary, he waited two years before he could get into the school of his choice: The Adcroft School of Building. “I 
didn’t do my 11-plus exam because I already knew where I wanted to go,” he explains.  

Adcroft, based in Trowbridge, taught the normal curriculum as well as the building trades. “It was a long day – from 
8.30am to 5.40pm – and the teachers were amazing. They treated us like adults.” 

When he left school, Gerald got a job as an assistant to a 
local surveyor, but was soon persuaded by his father to train 
as an electrician. The original idea was to work alongside his 
Dad and brother Don, but after completing his City and 
Guilds he decided to set up a business in Melksham with a 
friend. Their shop, Initial Electrics, provided electrical 
contracting work and hoover repairs and was also an outlet 
for records (known to some nowadays as vinyl). 

Eventually in 1978, when his Dad retired, Gerald joined Don 
in the family business. “I was bored by electrics and always 
continued to do what I enjoyed most – architectural drawing 
and planning,” he says. With these skills at his disposal, and 
their shared knowledge of construction, Gerald and Don 
soon built up a reputation as a pair of talented builders.  

Over the years they worked on renovations, restoration and 
house building for some high-profile families, including 
Parker-Bowles. Their work took them to places around the 
UK – Dolphin Square in London, and Bath, for instance – and 
regularly to France. 

“I’ve been lucky. It’s been fun. And I’m still working,” he says 
with a smile. His latest project is a bespoke summerhouse, 
which he designed and built for a local, long-standing 
customer. 



7 

 

Pull up a pew!!! 

LOOKING FOR A GOOD HOME 

THREE PITCH PINE PEWS WHICH HAVE BECOME SURPLUS TO REQUIREMENTS AT ST. MARY’S CHURCH, BROUGHTON 

GIFFORD. 

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: - 

2 PEWS are 8 Foot in Length, 33 Inches High and 18 Inches Depth. (2 Metres 44 cm 

Length, 84 cm high and 46 cm deep) 

1 PEW IS 9 Foot in Length, 33 Inches High and 18 Inches Depth. (2 Metres 75cm, Length, 

84 cm High and 46 cm deep) 

 

Donations will be gratefully accepted. 

PLEASE CONTACT ANNETTE 782610 OR SARAH 782241 

When he starts to tell me about the health challenges he’s faced over the years, I can’t help but be impressed by 
his enduring stamina and determination. He was born with a hole in his heart, which wasn’t “fixed” until 1964, 
when he was 21 years old.  In the lead-up to his operation he was racing motorbikes as a competitive sport. “I won 
24 races, including the ‘Mendip Championship’ while I was still a novice rider, and got a second place at a national 
meeting,” he says. 

The papers got wind of Gerald’s success, which was lucky for him in more ways than one. When his doctor read 
about this he contacted Gerald and expressed his concern. It wasn’t long before he had arranged for him to have 
what was then a rare and risky operation at St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London.  

Fortunately, the medical intervention worked and he was back racing again in four months, competing all over the 
country. This was in spite of an earlier accident when he came off his bike on a road at night (riding with no lights!). 
“I was lucky,” he says. “I had no broken bones, just concussion, but I only rode on the tracks after that, never on the 
road.” 

In 1971, Gerald gave up racing after settling down to family life with his wife, Marilyn. Together they brought up 
their three children – Lucy, Ella and William, until their divorce in 1984.  

In 2003, an unexpected twist of fate led to some dramatic changes in his life. After going into hospital with a 
bladder problem, Gerald contracted septicaemia, which went to his chest and then led to MRSA – a life-threatening 
condition that meant he had to spend seven months in hospital. 

“I got fabulous treatment at the RUH; from the top down they did their best,” Gerald says, typically upbeat. “I had 
to be in isolation for several months, but I had my own TV and my meals brought in daily. I kind of got used to it. 
But I went down to nine stone and I was worried that I would never walk again.” 

Fortunately his determined nature kicked in. When the time was right, it took him three or four days to get back on 
his feet. “They said if you can go up and down those stairs without aid you can go home. And I did it.” 

During his recovery he was in need of care, so with the encouragement of a mutual friend, Marilyn his ex-wife 
returned to the village and moved into his house to provide support. She eventually took on a share of the property 
and they stayed there together, as friends.  

Gerald has continued over the years to work on extending his house, working evenings and weekends with 
occasional help from his brother. Apart from having to give up golf due to the after-effects of MRSA, Gerald is still 
fit and able. He’s looking forward to his next project - building an electric guitar with his 17-year-old grandson, 
Harvey.  

Written by Charlotte Wolff 
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town and country specialists 
 
 

Hunter French is very much a people business. We pride ourselves on offering our clients a personal, 
uncompromising service. Operating as an expert property collective, tailored to the specific needs of the local 
market, each Hunter French office combines individual flair, teamed with unrivalled property know-how. The 
result is a simplified process of buying and selling houses; ensuring a seamless, hassle-free experience across the 
business. 

We offer a tailor made service for each of our clients:  

 • Bespoke professional photography and floor plans at no extra charge. 

 • Marketing through our five other offices, which include Bath, Corsham, Devizes, Frome, Tetbury and  
     Bruton. 

 • Marketing through our London Park Lane office. 

 • An experienced professional team with good local knowledge. 

 • Weekly updates with advice and consistent communication between solicitors, buyer and seller. 

01249 715775  

corsham@hunterfrench.co.uk         www.hunterfrench.co.uk  

N.B. If you have instructed another agent on a sole agency and/or sole selling rights basis, the terms of those instructions 

must be considered to avoid liability to pay two commissions  

 

BROUGHTON GIFFORD MAGAZINE 
Why not advertise with us? 

 

Half page £26  (£13 for Village residents and businesses) 

Quarter page £14 (£7 for Village residents and businesses) 

NEW size a sixth of a page £10 (£5 for Village residents and businesses) 

Village organisations advertising events are Free 

Adverts must be paid in advance 

To subscribe by post for a year £25 (10 issues inc. postage and packing) 

Never underestimate the power of  the Village Magazine!  

Most people read it cover to cover and people like to support  For more informa 

 

BROUGHTON GIFFORD MAGAZINE 
Why not advertise with us? 

 

Half page: £26  (£13 for Village residents and businesses) 

Quarter page: £14 (£7 for Village residents and businesses) 

NEW size a sixth of a page: £10 (£5 for Village residents and businesses) 

Village organisations advertising their events are Free 

Adverts must be paid for in advance 

 

To subscribe to the magazine by post for a year: £25 (10 issues inc. postage and packing) 

Never underestimate the power of  the Village Magazine!  

Most people read it cover to cover and people like to support local businesses  

 For more information email:   

bgvillagemagazine@gmail.com 
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Here and There 

 If here is now and there is the last time the Magazine appeared, they seem to be very far apart and the pre-
Christmas period is but a distant memory, but many thanks to Julie Catanach for co-ordinating the Advent light trail 
which brought some joy to what might otherwise have been a very gloomy time. There was also joy for some of the 
dogs in the village one day early in January when they found little heaps of what appeared to be dog food by gates 
to the fields. Some of their owners, however, were less happy about this. 

  Other news from faraway times: I learn from the December copy of Holt Magazine that invaders from 
Broughton Gifford took away some of the spoils in the annual tennis tournament with Ziggy Pitura winning their 
veteran Men’s Singles title and Chris Andrews being one of the runners-up in the Men’s Doubles. 

 I write this on a successful day for the England cricket team in the first Test in Sri Lanka. In the distant future, 
I learn that they might owe some of their success to our village. I am told that the plantation of trees just below Mill 
Farm is of cricket bat willows. 

 So far this winter the village has not been cut off by floods, but is good to see that work has been carried out 
to clear the brook running down from Curtis Orchard to Mill Lane. Let us hope that this will solve the occasional 
flooding problems there. With the big increase in delivery vans using this as a short cut, the surface  is deteriorating 
rapidly, so that occasional patching by the Village Warden serves little purpose. Whilst one realises that there are 
budgetary constrictions on Wiltshire Council. The condition of our roads is appalling. There are now untreated 
potholes in The Street which can damage vehicles and which create puddles so that passing pedestrians are 
frequently splashed. 

 One of the results of the village not being on a gas main is that quite a proportion of our traffic is of tankers 
delivering heating oil and lorries bottled gas. At a time when it has become apparent that we have to dramatically 
reduce our carbon footprint, might it be worthwhile the village looking at heating through a closed loop ground 
source heat-pump? Whilst this would involve some considerable initial financial outlay, substantial government 
grants are available and home heating costs are approximately halved. Traffic would be less and our air would be 
much cleaner. 

   Big Ears 

Broughton Gifford Gardening Society 

 

Happy New Year to all our members, and, indeed prospective members. By all accounts you have all been 

gardening but, perforce, with a lot less society involved.  

We should be holding an AGM about now but that is impossible. Nevertheless, you will have seen the 

Treasurer’s financial statement and if you have any concerns about it, please contact him. The Committee 

members are happy to stay in their respective posts for 2021 unless there are any objections. 

Sadly it all looks to be going on for a while yet but we will be here when we get out the other side, 

starting with the social evening you didn’t get in December. When that might be, however, is anybody’s 

guess at the moment. It may also take time to get the programme of events organised when we do get 

the all clear so I ask for your forbearance. 

In the mean time I wish you good health and happy gardening or, if you are a fair-weather gardener, a 

happy time poring over your seed catalogue with a cup of tea. 

Tony Cooper—Chairman 
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Broughton Gifford Village Hall News 
Registered Charity 305477 

200 CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Nicky Manson £10 

 Shannon Jefferies  £10 

 M Mortimer £10 

 Virginia Childe £10 

January V Childe £10 

 L & A Hooper £10 

 Liz Hudson £10 

 Chris Dell £10 

November M Buckland  £10 

 Tom Chippendale £10 

 Sam Cottle £10 

 Sally Hawkins £10 

Christmas May Eve £150 

 Gail Haughton  £80 

 John Childe  £40 

Christingle Service 7th December 2020 
 

Due to the Covid Restrictions, the Christingle Service was held online streamed through St. 
Mary’s School and a very generous amount of £220.58 was raised for The Children’s Society. 
Thank you to all the parents, staff and children who supported this service which resulted in a 
truly amazing total. 

 

Annette Stone 
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** 

Services are being reviewed weekly as we follow updated guidance and consider levels of safety. We 

are currently operating in a Covid-safe environment, and we understand the solace and comfort that 

attending a service brings to some people in these difficult times. This need for spiritual comfort and 

hope is behind our thinking and decision to continue with short, safe services. Details may change at 

short notice so we will use the village Facebook page to provide up to date information. We are so 

grateful to be in loving and caring village communities, and appreciate so much the local support 

that has been given to us as churches. Our prayers are for the continued amazing work being done 

by scientists in battling this virus, and for the continued safety of our church and village 

communities. If you would like to talk to anyone or would like prayer, we are here to help. 

For those who feel unable to attend in person, there are online services available. Please email the 

office for more information or connect with our Zoom services: united.benefice@outlook.com  

United Benefice of Broughton Gifford,  
Great Chalfield & Holt St Katharine 

Services in February 2021 

Date Sunday Holt  ** Broughton 

Gifford** 

Great Chal-

field** 

7th
   10:30 

St. Katharine out-

doors OR Zoom 

service 

10:00 

Parish 

 Communion 

 

18:00 

Evensong 

14th
   10:30 

Parish  

Communion OR 

Zoom service 

10:00 

Morning Worship 

 

10:00 

Holy  

Communion 

  

17th
 

  

Ash 

Wednesday 

Lent begins 

      

21st
   10:30 

Morning Worship 

OR Zoom service 

 

10:00 

Parish Commun-

ion 

  

10:00 

Matins 

28th
   10:30 

Morning Worship 

OR Zoom service 

10:00 

Morning Service 

10:00 

Holy  

Communion 

mailto:united.benefice@outlook.com
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Woodley Decorators 
 

Free Estimates 

Interior & Exterior Decorators 

Over 40 Years Experience 
 

 M. Bailey                                    M. Cottle 
 Telephone: 01225 782012         Telephone: 01225 782287 
 Mobile:        07971 282409          Mobile:       07977 798110 
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Help for domestic abuse victims in Wiltshire is just a phone call away and available 24/7. 

Swindon Domestic Abuse Support Service (SWA) is now providing support to victims of domestic 
violence across the whole of Wiltshire on behalf of Wiltshire County Council. 

Whether you’re male, female, young or old, you could need their help.  Our lives are being affected by 
Covid restrictions and for many it’s creating a dangerous and frightening situation. Home should be a 
place of safety and security and a relationship should be based on love and mutual respect but sadly for 
2.3 million people a year this is not the case and victims face physical and psychological abuse, coercive 
control, rape and for two people a week in the UK, they will lose their lives at the hands of their partner 
or former partner. 

Working alongside Trowbridge based Splitz Support Service who offer support weekdays 9am – 5pm, 
SWA cover Wiltshire outside these hours, evenings, night times, weekends and bank holidays. SWA 
support all victims regardless of age and gender and run a free, non-judgmental 24hr helpline that’s 
answered day and night by a trained advisor, not a machine. They offer help and support and work with 
you and at your pace.  

SWA whose patron is Dame Esther Rantzen, have a purpose-built refuge facility in Swindon comprising 
22 self-contained flats and they offer extensive community support. Their advisors are trained in all 
areas of abuse across all age groups. If you are worried about your situation, you can call them in 
confidence on 01793 610610. 

Editors notes: 

Swindon Domestic Abuse Support Service (SWA) is free and confidential, serving Swindon and the surrounding area. Our 
service operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, supporting both female and male victims of domestic violence, those in 
lesbian, gay, heterosexual relationships, those who are in fear of being forced into marriage and those who fall victim to 
honour-based violence. We also work with young people aged 16-25 years who may be experiencing domestic violence or 
abuse as part of an intimate relationship. 

SWA operates a refuge which has been purpose-built and specially designed, with 22 individual flats it can accommodate lone 
females or families with children up to 18 years old and has a dedicated team of trained staff. In the community SWA has a 
network of Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVA) who work with victims, within the Great Western Hospital, Doctor 
Surgeries and Health Centres across the town. 

Our dedicated helpline – 01793 610610 – is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year covering Swindon and extends to the 
county of Wiltshire every day 5pm – 9am, every weekend and bank holiday. Our helpline is answered by specialist domestic 
abuse advisor who can provide advice and support irrespective of the time you call - day or night. 

 

Splitz - 01225 775276 Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm 

SWA – everything outside these hours 

https://www.google.com/search?q=splitz&oq=splitz&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i39i175i199j0l2j46i175i199l2j46j69i60.6845j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Oddities & Curiosities 

[From the Village Magazine archives] 

 

While we haven’t published any “campaigning” Editorials for a while, some issues were keenly felt in the 

village: in the last issue, I mentioned the decision by the GPO to turn down the installation of a public 

telephone box at Curtis Orchard, in November 1967, on economic grounds. This prompted the following 

editorial in June 1968, which demonstrates how important such a service was in those days: 

“Isn’t it about time we in this village joined together and make a very loud protesting noise about the lack 

of public telephone facilities here? We have one public telephone among a thousand of us. Moreover, it is 

situated at one end of a village which is notable for its long ribbon development as much as anything. 

We have no resident doctor; no resident midwife. In emergencies that might make the attendance of one 

or both of these people a matter of life and death, many of us would have a very long journey to make to 

get to our one ‘phone. Given that in such an emergency, our nearest neighbours would unquestionably 

allow us to use their ‘phone - suppose they were out, or their ‘phone out of order? More precious minutes 

would have to be wasted looking for our next nearest neighbour. 

Then there is the matter of convenience. It is a long trek from say, the School to the Common, to  make a 

call that is important even though not a matter of life and death - especially if it is tipping with rain. 

Thirdly there is a matter or reliability. One public ‘phone out of order (as it has been for a short period this 

month), equals no ‘phone at all. And then we really [are] out on a limb. 

If we really wanted to make a fuss about it, we could start a petition and hand it to Post Office Telephones 

- or give it to the Parish Council to strengthen their arm when they take up the fight on our behalf. Or 

perhaps we are prepared to accept our lot. Either way, this magazine would be pleased to hear your 

views”. 

In February 1973, Pam Gooding, a regular contributor, revealed she was born with two thumbs on one 

hand [and which was removed at the age of 10 months in Bath Hospital]. Amazingly, she had a friend who 

was also born with the same condition. Not only that, her father (who was apprenticed at Neston Park) 

worked with a Stonemason who was born with [guess what?] an extra thumb. However, in his case, it had 

never been removed and, apparently, he worked very deftly with hammer, chisel and trowel. 

Unexpected grit bins in the village! In February 1978, a highly contentious issue emerged as the Parish 

Council received three letters from residents expressing strong concern and disapproval of the recently 

deposited, and unexpected, arrival of grit bins. The Parish Council wrote to ask for them to be more 

suitably sited or to be replaced with heaps of grit. The County Surveyor, in reply, acknowledged that the 

bin by the War Memorial had been sited insensitively and promised to move it, and offered to repaint the 

bins “in a less obtrusive colour”. The heaps of grit idea was rejected, however. In April, the Divisional 

Surveyor suggested a site meeting regarding the War Memorial bin with the suggestion of moving it to 

the wall at Fairview Garage and painting it [presumably battleship] grey! 

More next time! 

Bertie 
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An Epiphany Moment 

During the last week, I went for a walk in Clanger Wood with my family. It was very muddy underfoot, 
especially in the well- walked areas. After a while we came into an area of the wood where everything 
was covered in moss, and God treated us to some spectacular sunlight which gave such vitality to these 
moss-covered trees, that it was like entering another world. Given all the mud around the car park area, 
I never saw this coming - I had never expected to be treated to something quite so beautiful and 
inspiring of wonder. I took some wonderful photos, some of which will be an inspiration for a canvas 
one day. 

The word ‘Epiphany’ means to experience a sudden and striking realisation – something is revealed that 
is more than the sum of the parts and the only appropriate 
response is to wonder… We are currently in the season of 
Epiphany where the church calendar takes us through 
several bible stories which have this quality of revelation. 
The principal story in this series is the arrival of the wise 
men from the East. They often appear in our Christmas 
nativities, but their rightful place is somewhat after 
Christmas.  

Jesus was a Jew, and Christians believe he was born as the 
Jewish Messiah, long-promised in their scriptures. The 
epiphany moment in the story of the wise men is that God 
calls these non-Jewish men to worship his Son Jesus in 
Bethlehem, revealing that his plan for salvation is for 
everyone, and not just for the Jews. Christians may take 
this for granted 2000 odd years down the line, but at the 
time, no-one saw it coming. 

The journey of the wise men does not go entirely smoothly. 
They are distracted into a cul-de-sac (here truly the bottom 
of the bag!) when they go to the home of the evil King 

Herod. They are expecting a new king to be born in a palace. Herod, who is only a puppet king under the 
auspices of the conquering Roman army, nevertheless values very keenly what small amount of power 
he has. He is threatened by the thought that a superior king may have been born, one who receives his 
power not from the Romans but from God. 

We find God through his revelation of himself, which may only occur when, like the wise men, we set 
out on a journey of discovery. Herod is typical of those forces within us that close down that journey. 
This is the side of the story that asks us about our own willingness to allow Jesus to be king in our lives. 
Are we, like Herod, threatened by Jesus? Are we with Frank Sinatra and his determination to say ‘I did it 
my way’?  

Or are we like the wise men able to journey on and encounter Jesus, to have our own epiphany and to 
bow before him and worship him? Are we able to open up our treasures and give gifts costly to us that 
honour him as our king? 

For those who would like to go on a spiritual journey, have a look at the Alpha advert below. 

With Every Blessing 

Canon Andrew Evans  
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OUTSIDE-IN 
David Bull 

GARDENING SERVICES AND HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

All types of gardening work - Fences - Hedges - Maintenance - Gutter Clearance 

Also inside and outside painting, tiling and general odd jobs 

Tel: Broughton Gifford 783518  Mobile: 07868 759504 
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VILLAGE  ORGANISATIONS 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Wiltshire Police - Non Emergency Number                                      101 

Environment Agency (Free) - Incident Hotline (24 hours)                    0800  807 060 

Environment Agency (Local) - Floodline (24 hours)                     0845 9881188 

Wessex Water (Free) - Leakstoppers (24 hours)                             0800 692 0692 

Wiltshire Council - Switchboard & General Enquiries                    0300 456 0100 

Wiltshire Council regarding problems with  

Recycling and waste collections                             0300 456 0102  

roads / drains / streetlights / highway / flooding             0300 456 0105 

Broughton Gifford Parish Council  Clerk -   Georgina Berry           782423  

                 Chairman -  Martin Hooper                       

St Mary’s Church     Rector  - Rev Andrew Evans                 782289 

        Rev Ann Fielden           782509 

Broughton Gifford Gardening Society Chairman -  Tony Cooper            782711 

        

Village Hall      Bookings - Vince & Sylvia Davis        783332 

Women’s Institute                   President - Lesley Holdway         782092 

                        Secretary - Sheila Cleverley                         704849 

St Mary’s Primary School            Head Teacher—Pauline Orchard          782223      

Broughton Gifford Pre-School Play Leader—Bev Grylls                      782638 

 

Broughton Gifford Baby and Toddler Group Rebecca Findley                                        07702 214005  

Village Hall (Thurs 9.30-11.30)                          Charlotte Godsiffe                                      07927 016916               

1st Broughton Gifford & Holt Scout Group  Group Scout Leader - Anne Cranham               704638  

Broughton Gifford Bowls Club          Secretary -  Suzanne Holmes                 519303  

Broughton Gifford Cricket Club          Tom Gerrish           07450 994355 

Piecemakers                                                   Vicki Dory                                                       07734 320548 

The Friendship Club            Chris Pitura                              782179 

BG Village Magazine                                                                             bgvillagemagazine@gmail.com 

    Distribution / Delivery -  Sian Hamilton 783561 
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In light of the current Covid-19 pandemic, please check with organisations 

when events are planned to resume. Thank you!  

The copy deadline for the March issue is 19th of  

February. Articles, news items, and one-line entries for the calendar should be emailed to: 

bgvillagemagazine@gmail.com  

M
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TBC                                                              Parish Council Meeting (location TBC) 

WED 10th              Parish Council Meeting 

(Teams) 

A
P

R
IL

 

TBC                                                              Parish Council Meeting (location TBC) 
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