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Editorial
As we approach the 10th week of lockdown life now seems to be settling into a
new routine of social distancing, home schooling, video chats and daily exercise.
After so long the loosening of restrictions which will slowly start allowing life to
return back to normal can seem both reassuring and jarring. Hopefully it will start
to see the return of some of the village events, organisations and activities being
safely run again.

Whilst we have been in lockdown the weather has been some of the warmest
months the UK has ever seen and the gardens around the village are looking
stunning. The daily walks around the village are now a tour of hours of passion,
flowers bursting with life and rainbows. Vegetable plants are being grown and the
excess is being swapped for baked goods or just given away. It's lovely to see
how much our community is coming together and this culminated in the VE day
anniversary with so many people coming out to enjoy the day in a safe, socially
distant, celebration.

The newest resident of Broughton Gifford got to enjoy the celebrations too. Harry
Timothy Rees was born on Wednesday 6th May to Sam and Chris. Congratulations
to all the family.
We thank our contributors for helping bring such a bumper edition this month
thanks to a range of reports for the last year. Hopefully next years reports will be
able to be so fully featured. We are always keen to have any contributions by
anyone in the village so if you have any articles, poems, stories or art that you
would like to be included please contact us on bgvillagemagazine@gmail.com

From all of the editorial team we hope you are keeping safe and in good health.
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MOB: 07770 614517

B G CLEANING
SERVICES

WELL SEASONED & BARN STORED
HARDWOOD LOGS & KINDLING

For all your cleaning needs

Reasonable Rates
House & offices Weekly & one-offs
Please contact Phai by phone or text on

07815894655
RING ANDY AT SHAW LOGS

TEL: 01249 714009
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Broughton Gifford Gardening Society
Notes from the Garden
Hello everybody. I hope you are all well and I hope to see you again very soon when “all this is over” and we can get back
to the old normal. In the mean time I just thought I’d write a few words to show that the Broughton Gifford Gardening
Society still exists and, given the new-found enthusiasm for gardening, its membership may even increase soon.
We are frequently being encouraged to “not be too tidy” in our gardens and to leave a little for the wildlife. This is an
adage I have adopted and many corners of our garden are left wild-ish, whether the wildlife want it or not. In these days
of lock-down your garden may seem to be calling out for a really good sorting out but just give a thought to the creatures
that have got used to the way things are and are busy raising families in your jungle.
After several weeks of sporadically remodelling the front door of a home-made nest box, a pair of blue tits is currently
hard at it feeding some noisy nestlings. (By “home-made”, I mean by me; the blue-tits seem to have difficulty with the
saw!)
I tried making my own potting mixture from soil, garden compost and leaf mould. Looked pretty good but, having had to
resort to sowing old seeds I found kicking around in the shed, results have been patchy. Salad leaves have a reasonable
showing, rocket less so and peas non-existent. I’ll never know how much the failure is down to my mixture or dead seed.
Is it just me or is the garden confused as well? It seems that spring and summer have merged slightly; we have Lily of the
Valley and the odd rose out at the same time. We just hope there will be something left for later in the season. Having
said that, we have just said au revoir to our lilac for another year having spent many a lunch and cup of tea, bathed in its
delicious scent. One such event was our VE-Day celebration with tea (in cups with saucers), home-made scones, homemade plum jam and non home-made strawberry jam – all under the Union flag (hanging rather limply on the still
afternoon).
I’m a great fan of Simon Drew’s cartoons and particularly like the one with a row of five avocados labelled “not ripe”,
“not ripe”, “not ripe”, “not ripe”, “rotten”. The other (warm, sunny) day I was in the vicinity of one of our Cotoneaster
Horizontalises (what’s the plural of that?) and was struck by the sound of scores of bees busily working over the tiny
flowers. I spent a little time watching them and to my human eye it seemed that the flowers were “in bud”, “in bud”, “in
bud”, “in bud” and “brown”. Nevertheless it was clearly worth their while because they worked and worked and worked.
We have a few Amelanchier Canadensis or Juneberry bushes with the lovely alternative handle of “Snowy Mespilus”.
These bloomed in early spring and are now trying to form the eponymous berries, which, according to the literature, are
red to purple-black. The problem is that we never get to see them in their full glory – in fact not in any glory at all
because the blackbirds scoff them as soon as they show the slightest hint of colour.
Talking of blackbirds it was time to net our tayberry on its obelisk before they notice the developing fruit. Experience has
shown that just chucking a net over hasn’t been a wholehearted success as the fruit has a habit of poking out through the
mesh. So the job for the day was to make a support that would hold the net away from the plant. I searched the shed and
garage for suitable materials and finally evolved a design with a couple of interlocking tubular steel sections (left over
from a long-gone fruit cage), some plastic bits (whose original purpose I know not), some lengths of steel strip and some
hefty fencing wire. This all went together to form a tall upright with a horizontal ring at the top. Walking around with it I
fear any on-looker would have thought I was one of those geeks trying to communicate with aliens but I couldn’t even
get Classic FM!
Take care of yourselves and each other.
Tony
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Village History - Unruly West Wiltshire

Continuing the village history theme, I thought you might like to have some information about this part of Wiltshire
when it was the centre of the nation’s wool industry and the hub of the export market for wool products. This series
will show that far from living in a sleepy compliant rural idyll our predecessors were a rebellious lot not afraid to
challenge their employers over wages and working practices.

The Melksham Riot – part I
At 11:00am on 9 April 1739, John Crabb, John Bezer and Richard Rowd, three men from the Melksham area, were hung
at Fisherton gaol in Salisbury. In attendance were two troops of Dragoons, there to prevent a rescue supposedly
planned by journeyman weavers. In his summing-up Mr Justice Denton, the presiding judge, had said their crimes had
been close to high treason and the rights and properties of the people would not be safe if the accused escaped full
punishment. All three worked as weavers or cloth makers. Their crime was riotously and feloniously, with force of
arms, breaking and entering the house of Henry Coulthurst, a Melksham Clothier [his finishing works were in The City,
and he lived close by].
During the 18th Century, this part of Wiltshire was the centre of the English cloth making industry. The manufacturing
process was managed by Clothiers who also dealt with the sale of completed bolts of cloth (called ‘chains’) to the
London traders. From London the cloth would be shipped
across Britain and Europe. The first part of the process, the
spinning and weaving, was invariably undertaken by individual
families who did piece-work from their homes. The centres of
the industry were Trowbridge, Bradford on Avon and
Melksham. The spinning and weaving would have been carried
out in the surrounding villages; the finishing processes were
centred in the towns’ factories. Census and other records
show that Broughton Gifford would have been fully involved in
spinning and weaving, and therefore the growing unrest with
their employers.
Much as we might like to think of weavers as industrial artisans, in the 18th Century the Clothiers considered them to be
drunken, feckless and unreliable. On the other hand, the weavers considered the Clothiers to be ruthless, cheating
money-grabbers. More precisely, the Clothiers believed the weavers’ offered-up short measured chains of cloth; and
the weavers asserted that the Clothiers did not pay the going rate for the cloth.
In November 1738 one of Henry Coulthurst’s employees informed the Clothier that the
weavers were going to cut-up the chains he was processing unless he agreed to pay an extra
1 penny a yard for woven cloth. The standard charge was 14d per yard, a price unchanged
over the previous 40 years. Additionally, it was alleged that Coulthurst was paying just 10½d
per yard in money, the remaining payment was in the form of truck (currency tokens that
had to be redeemed in the Clothiers’ shops were goods were sold at inflated prices).
On Tuesday 28 November, ‘… a great number of weavers assembled and marched on
Melksham.’ They were heading for Coulthurst’s house. Weavers from Broughton Gifford
would have been among the rioters.

Next time. The Riot!
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MP GRIFFITHS
Plumbing and Heating
OFTEC Registered Technician
Oil fired boiler commissioning and servicing
Bathroom, shower and utility installations
Taps, tanks, leaks and bursts - No job too small

Tel 01225 783731

Mobile 07407 616847
AGE UK WILTSHIRE REGISTERED

town and country specialists
Hunter French is very much a people business. We pride ourselves on offering our clients a personal,
uncompromising service. Operating as an expert property collective, tailored to the specific needs of the local
market, each Hunter French office combines individual flair, teamed with unrivalled property know-how. The
result is a simplified process of buying and selling houses; ensuring a seamless, hassle-free experience across the
business.
We offer a tailor made service for each of our clients:
• Bespoke professional photography and floor plans at no extra charge.
• Marketing through our five other offices, which include Bath, Corsham, Devizes, Frome, Tetbury and
Bruton.
• Marketing through our London Park Lane office.
• An experienced professional team with good local knowledge.
• Weekly updates with advice and consistent communication between solicitors, buyer and seller.
01249 715775
corsham@hunterfrench.co.uk

www.hunterfrench.co.uk

N.B. If you have instructed another agent on a sole agency and/or sole selling rights basis, the terms of those instructions
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Here and There.
I find the national press so depressing at the moment with page after page about Covid19 and its effects here, there and everywhere, that I will not mention it again in this piece
after just a few more words. The village seems to have an unfinished look about it. The
cricket field and the bowling green are mowed and waiting for action, whilst the repairs to
the churchyard wall have been all but completed except for the coping stones for the last
two months.
Spring has been wonderful to us. After a wet beginning, the long period of
sunshine has given me the biggest crop of dandelions since 1976 and then we were
fortunate to have a French visitor who harvested the leaves regularly to give us his salade
de pissenlits, a wonderful word which pays tribute to the diuretic properties of the plant,
whilst the English word comes from the French for lion’s teeth. Interestingly the French
too have a phrase “to eat dandelion roots”, which is the equivalent of our “push up the
daisies.”
The birds are queueing up to wait for our cherries to ripen and, having had a look at
our holly bush, have joined a Christmas club to give them access to the berries. Even our
young olive tree is suggesting that it might bear fruit for the first time
Broughton Transport appear to have appointed someone in charge of public
relations. Having had their moment of glory on the national news, they make a second
television appearance featuring on Points West.
One thing the village is not short of is public benches, although it is very rarely that
one sees them being used. This may partly be because access to some of them can only
be approached through thick grass, whilst others seem to have been provided for
spectators at the now non-existent football matches. Another thing that the village is well
provided with is public notice boards but all sorts of publicity has been appearing in the
strangest places. Recently walkers may have noticed cards pinned to stiles offering doggrooming services in Bradford on Avon and a poster for a concert last Christmas in the
same town still adorns a telegraph pole in The Street. Surely, it is not too much to ask
that, if we tolerate the putting up of such material, be it on a notice board or elsewhere,
we might expect that it is removed when out of date?

‘Big Ears’
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ANDY ABRAMS
MOBILE MECHANIC
Home start, Tuning, Servicing and Repairs
Full workshop facilities available
Pre-MOTs and MOTs arranged
Tel: 01225 782759 Mobile number: 07836 515219
Or call at: 6 Newleaze Park, Broughton Gifford

CHIPPENDALE & CO
Accountants & Tax Advisors
MARYFIELD HOUSE, 22 THE STREET, BROUGHTON GIFFORD SN12 8PH
Tel: 01225 783233
We prepare accounts, tax returns and annual returns for individuals,
self-employed businesses, partnerships and small limited companies. Please
contact us for a quote if you feel we can be of assistance.
Principal: Thomas Chippendale FCA
tc8mdc@gmail.com

OUTSIDE-IN
David Bull
GARDENING SERVICES AND HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE
All types of gardening work - Fences - Hedges - Maintenance - Gutter Clearance
Also inside and outside painting, tiling and general odd jobs

Tel: Broughton Gifford 783518 Mobile: 07868 759504
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K T SCHAFER
Your local electrical contractor.
For all domestic and additional wiring requirements.
From one point to a full rewire, showers and storage heaters.
NICEIC registered.
Ask for Karl - 01225 703888 or mobile 07703 791972

Do you want to find out

CLASSICAL HOMEOPATHY

what Homeopathy can do for YOU?

THE ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Call me for a
FREE 15 min initial appointment
Tel: 07966 581498

ANDREA DELL

CLINICS IN BATH, BROMHAM
GLASTONBURY AND WOODBOROUGH

Dip. I.A.C.H. MARH RHom
Registered Homeopath

Benefice online services – St Katharine’s, St Mary’s and All Saints
Since Sunday 22nd March there have been Benefice online Services for all three of our churches. Judging
by the viewing numbers, it’s great to see so many people tuning in. We have been joined by people from
as far afield as Vietnam! There has been a lot of great feedback, and it’s very encouraging to hear from
many who are enjoying being able to watch a service and see familiar faces. There is a feeling of being
together as we know that others are also logging in at the same time; 10.30am each Sunday. Of course,
they can be watched at any time of the week and are available the St Katharine’s and Gateway YouTube
Channel. To follow us you can subscribe to the channel. All you have to do is click “Subscribe” below the
video and you will be notified when new videos are uploaded. There are also playlists of worship music
on the same channel.
To find us go to YouTube and put “St Katharine’s and Gateway” in the search bar.
Or head to the website: http://stkatharinesholt.org.uk/ and follow the link for Online Services
Or find us on Facebook: St Katharine's Church and Gateway Christian Healing where we post the link each
week.
Hope you can join us as we do church in a new way.
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Andrew writes……..
It is often the case that we grow in adversity.
In this lockdown, community has flourished, neighbours have
become neighbourly, and the elderly and infirm have been looked
after, allowing them to keep safe. People have come to the point
where they will let others help them. It’s happened all around the
village. It’s heart-warming to see what is going on.
Folks are appreciating the Spring, taking exercise, talking with everyone on their walks. Even God’s
creation is visibly blossoming with less pollution. We are remembering the values of a slower pace of
life, learning to value family and friends more, rediscovering creative gifts. In the town the roughsleepers are being housed – at last!
For many, you could argue this is not really adversity, but rather a pleasant interlude with many
unexpected benefits. But for some it is adversity, with cramped accommodation, loss of income,
mental health issues, abuse in the home. I hope we can keep a look out for these.
Then there are those who have faced the virus and its consequences, and our NHS who face it every
day. We salute all our Key Workers and those on the front line. How many of these would say they
are growing in adversity, time will tell – they must speak for themselves.
The church is growing in adversity. Our buildings are closed, and our services are now online, with a
much larger attendance than we have been used to! People are finding God in lockdown. We, as
churches are trying to play our part in supporting the community in these times.
Where is God in all this? I don’t believe he sent us the virus. I think we’ll find that as human beings,
we’ve brought this on ourselves. But I believe he is sovereign over everything, so I believe that some
of the benefits of this time are his reminder that a frenetic consumer lifestyle where we are never
satisfied, is not good for the soul or for the world.
I wonder whether God is also calling us to question the global financial inequalities and indeed those
within our own society. Maybe a system which keeps some in great luxury while others go without is
not what God wants for his world. Maybe God is in the shaking of the world economies, calling us to
rethink, step away from greed, re-find Jesus’ truth that it is better to give than to receive, and to use a
biblical word, to repent.
The word ‘repent’ means not only to acknowledge what is wrong in us, but also to express sorrow for
it and to turn from it completely. Jesus calls us to repent and put our trust in him. We may have been
used to putting our trust in ourselves, but the virus is teaching us we are not as in control of our lives
as we thought. I believe God provides the only certainty in life.
With Every Blessing
Canon Andrew Evans
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BROUGHTON
BROUGHTON GIFFORD
GIFFORD MAGAZINE
MAGAZINE
Why
Why not
not advertise
advertise with
with us?
us?
Half page £26 (£13 for Village residents and businesses)
Half page £26 (£13 for Village residents and businesses)
Quarter page £14 (£7 for Village residents and businesses)
Quarter page £14 (£7 for Village residents and businesses)

NEW size a sixth of a page £10 (£5 for Village residents and businesses)
NEW size a sixth of a page £10 (£5 for Village residents and businesses)
Village organisations advertising events are Free
Village organisations advertising events are Free
Adverts must be paid in advance
Adverts must be paid in advance
To subscribe by post for a year £25 (10 issues inc. postage and packing)
To subscribe by post for a year £25 (10 issues inc. postage and packing)

Never underestimate the power of the Village Magazine!
Never underestimate the power of the Village Magazine!
Most people read it cover to cover and people like to support local business
Most people read it cover to cover and people like to support local business
For more information email:

bgvillagemagazine@gmail.com

Woodley Decorators
Free Estimates
Interior & Exterior Decorators
Over 40 Years Experience
M. Bailey
Telephone: 01225 782012
Mobile:
07971 282409

M. Cottle
Telephone: 01225 782287
Mobile:
07977 798110
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Poetry Corner…
Midsummer
June is here already - the home of midsummer, of long balmy evenings and, for me, having to wear a hat.
And who can forget the Bard’s ridiculous masterpiece, A Midsummer Night’s Dream? I loved the
adaptation by the brilliant Russell T Davies that was aired on TV a few weeks ago with Maxine Peak as
Titania and Matt Lucas as the rumbustious Bottom.
However, back in September 1662 Samuel Pepys was less than impressed by the play. He wrote that he
went “to the King’s Theatre, where we saw Midsummer’s Night’s Dream, which I had never seen before,
nor shall ever again, for it is the most insipid ridiculous play that ever I saw in my life. I saw, I confess,
some good dancing and some handsome women, which was all my pleasure.” We tend to think that the
women’s parts were always played by youths and, by law, that was the case until 1661. It’s just possible
that Pepys might have seen a real female on stage but then again...
Many years ago a group of us went to see an open air performance at Hazelbury Manor on a beautiful
summer’s evening. With a picnic and a stroll in the gardens while the sun set and then the show in a
perfect setting, what’s not to love? If any of you remember the Hazelbury garden as it was in the ‘90s,
there was a large ornamental pool flanked by clipped yew hedges with gaps - perfect for entrances and
exits.
The performance had all the mad vitality you’d expect with Bottom wanting to do (and overdo)
everything while Puck (played by a girl) caused havoc. The odd thing was that the most memorable part
for me was near the end when a huge “moon” magically appeared over the hedge at the back of the
stage. Yes it was just a silver-painted disc with a spotlight on it but right then I was transfixed and guess
what was rising behind it, the real thing. Goose bumps all round.
And I have always loved hearing the first few lines of Oberon’s monologue from Act 2, Scene 1:
I know a bank where the wild thyme blows,
Where oxlips and the nodding violet grows,
Quite over-canopied with luscious woodbine,
With sweet musk-roses and with eglantine:
There sleeps Titania sometime of the night,
Lull’d in these flowers with dances and delight;
And there the snake throws her enamell’d skin,
Weed wide enough to wrap a fairy in.

They evoke a warm evening when there’s still light in the sky and that lemony-minty scent on the still air.
Maybe my memory is playing poetic tricks on me but my wife and I were on a walk around Port Isaac (Doc
Martin’s stomping ground) when we came across just such a bank on a headland and, of course, what
words should I utter?
Tony Cooper

( A new feature in the magazine! We welcome submissions of favourite poems from all
villagers… Editor.)
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Broughton Gifford Parish Council April 2019 - March 2020

It was a somewhat quiet year for Broughton Gifford Parish Council. There were 16 Planning applications, 9 grant applications, 3
crimes reported, and 3 burials in the cemetery.

In April some of the councillors got together to clear the brook behind Woodpecker Close.
June saw the tree in Woodpecker Close felled due to Ash Dieback, it was sad for all to see such a big old tree come down but it
also saw the Re-opening of the play area in Curtis Orchard. The new playground was well received and has been enjoyed by the
younger residents of the village, especially over the school summer holidays.
July saw the beginning of the traffic calming measures being installed, double yellow lines at the entrance of Newleaze Park,
and near to St Mary’s Primary School. There were also a number of bollards installed outside ‘Bishops Seat’.
September was a busy month! The ‘cut through’ footpath in Newleaze Park was replaced and improved which will mean no
more muddy boots in the winter time for those that use it. There was also the annual defibrillator training held in the village
hall. September was also the month that Mark Sullivan stepped down from the parish council after 8 years, with 4 of those
years as Chairman. We also had a new PCSO appointed to the area.
October was our first meeting with Martin Hooper as our Chairman and Henry Lumley as Vice-Chair and Councillor David
Wright took over as the defibrillator guardian.
November saw the council co-opt Catherine Turner and make the decision to adopt the 2 red telephone boxes from BT (One
outside The Bell, and the other on Norrington Common).
March was interesting for us all. As I am sure you’re all well versed on, on the 16th March Boris Johnson advised everyone in
the UK against ‘non-essential’ travel and to limit contact with other people in an effort to halt the spread of COVID-19. It was
advised it was ‘particularly important’ for pregnant women, the over-70’s, and those with underlying health conditions to selfisolate. By the evening of 16th March, a support group had been formed in the village and they had started to put together a
leaflet. This leaflet would be put through the door of every household in the village to offer support to those who would need to
self-isolate but had little to no help locally. The speed with which this group was formed made me very proud to live here.

On 23rd March it was announced by the Prime Minister that England would be going into ‘Lockdown’ with immediate effect.
The impact of it on our personal lives has been enormous. The impact on our professions has been even larger. We have seen
things happen in a matter of days that would have ordinarily taken months or even years to come to fruition. This is a
remarkable testament to the resilience and fortitude of the British people.

Just 12 days later, on April 4th new, emergency legislation was passed which allows councils to meet ‘virtually’, something that
wasn’t previously legal. This enabled your Parish Council to continue serving the community through these extraordinary
times. This legislation also allowed for Parish Councils to postpone or cancel their Annual Parish Meetings. After a discussion
during the April council meeting it was decided that since there was so little on the agenda for the APM that it would be best to
cancel it.

The APM however, is a nice opportunity to reflect on the year gone by and what has been achieved and to consider aims for
the future so it was decided to put together a written report in lieu of the physical meeting.
Finance:

The year end financial paperwork can be found on the website or a hard copy can be made available for you if you would
prefer. Please do get in touch if you require one.
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As you are probably aware the village received a large sum of money for the Solar Farms. The Parish Council have allocated this
money towards various projects, including extensive traffic calming plans. (These were about to come to fruition but are now
on hold due to the lockdown. There will be more on this at a later date.) This is money that belongs to the village. If you have
an idea for the village please do get in touch.

So, there we have it! The summary of 2019/20 for Broughton Gifford.

The year ahead:

For this we need some audience participation please! What would you like to see happen in/for/to the village? While the
council makes no promises there are still some funds from the solar farm available. Would you like to see allotments provided
in the village? More traffic calming measures? What about for the younger residents? A greater provision for sports clubs?
Would you like to see the cemetery ‘tidied up’? or perhaps more rubbish bins?

When you walk around the village do you ever think ‘It would be really nice if this were….’ Or ‘it’s such a shame this hasn’t
been fixed’ or ‘this is wonderful. I wonder if we could have one near XYZ’

Please get in touch with your suggestions, no matter how small or big!

The Village Groups

The parish council is just one small part of what makes this a wonderful village to live in. Usually the various village groups are
asked to attend the APM and present a short summary of the year for them. Since we aren’t meeting you can read their
reports here.

Broughton Gifford Gardening Society
To say this twelve month period has been unusual would be an understatement. It started well with a coach trip to
Hestercombe House and Gardens in Somerset. The warm, sunny day was perfect for pottering around the Sir Edwin Lutyens/
Gertrude Jekyll co-creation or taking the longer woodland walks. The place was large enough to lose the rest of the coach party
if one wished.
In July we arranged to visit a private garden near Calne. This was a second attempt at the visit as that booked for 2018 had to
be cancelled due to the drought. Sadly, by 2019, the garden hadn’t recovered to the owner’s satisfaction and this visit was
cancelled.
The Annual Village and Produce Show took place in August with the traditional format. Although exhibitors and visitors enjoyed
the day, numbers of both have been dwindling for several years. Work is underway to revitalise the show for September 2020.
Andrew Mikolajski gave us a talk, intriguingly entitled Pin me to the wall and do what you want with me, which proved to be
about planting schemes against a wall. Such an environment can prove challenging as many of us have learned to our cost.
Our frequent speaker, Jon Mason, from Highfield Garden World in Gloucestershire, spoke about Container Gardening and
brought along some excellent plants for sale at generous prices.
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In December we enjoyed our free-to-members Social Evening with plenty of food and drink supplied by the Committee and a
quiz to challenge the little grey cells.
After the Christmas break our first talk of the soggy new year was by John Tucker from the Box Gardening Club. Entitled
Keeping the show on the road, he discussed all-year-round planting ideas and the importance of structure.
In March we invited Jenny Tidman to come along to tell us about her experiences as an apprentice at the Royal Parks. It
seemed that there were some real characters in the industry at that time – some of whom one wouldn’t want to work under.
Her talk was due to extend to her work with the RHS and Kew but she ran out of time. We are hopeful we can get her back next
year for part two.
Jenny’s talk was the last event before the Covid-19 lock-down and until further notice all subsequent events have been
cancelled. Sadly this included the Society’s main income generator, the Plant Sale in May, and the coach trip to RHS Wisley.
We sincerely hope that we will be able to hold this year’s Village Show and that we will see the results of people’s new-found
horticultural expertise. We also hope to welcome new members to the Society.
Tony Cooper - Chairman

The Village Hall
Last year was a reasonable year with our regular bookers including the Tea dance every Tuesday afternoon and Ballroom
every other Sunday evening always busy
There was Rock and Roll Club on a Tuesday evening .
We held the Fireworks in November but the weather was very damp and we were unable to give our usual donations to the
village as normal as we finished at a loss.
The Carol Concert in December was successful.
We were supposed to be having mouse racing on March 23rd but this unfortunately had to be cancelled due to Corona virus
This is the story at the moment as the Hall has to remained closed.
Sylvia Davis – Booking Clerk

The Women’s Institute
Broughton Gifford WI have had another interesting year. Our years run from April through to March with March being our
Annual Meeting. We sadly lost one of our members last year Mrs Margaret Mallabone who used to love coming to our
meetings and extras that we organised and we do miss her friendly face.
We began back in April 2019 with a talk on Wiltshire Air Ambulance. May is our Resolution month, in the WI we have
resolutions which we vote on – you may have heard of some in the past. The Keep Britain Tidy began with the WI and a Fair
Price for Milk was another. We have also had them on Bees, Libraries and Midwives so we do up to date topics. June was a
local interest story about a Ghost Boy of Bowood. July is our birthday and we went on an outing for afternoon tea over at
Bratton which was lovely. In August we had an extremely interesting talk by an ex Chelsea Hospital Soldier who told us all
about life in the Hospital. He is an ex-soldier because only single people live there and he remarried but his life was
fascinating. We had a talk from Wiltshire Council about Recycling and Rubbish – many of us had not realised all the things we
could put in the plastic bins. Again it was both entertaining and educational. We have a month off speakers in October and so
we played Skittles whilst chatting and enjoying each other’s company. November saw Anji Schofield tell us about her Life in
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Uniform – she was the most senior nurse in the RAF and again her life was really interesting as she told us about the first Gulf
War, meeting the Queen, being at the Remembrance Service in the Albert Hall amongst others whilst showing us all the
different types of uniform she had to wear. Sadly our speakers could not make our Christmas meeting so I improvised with
some seasonal poems, stories and a couple of internet based items to show the ladies. In January we had a slideshow on
Wiltshire which again was lovely seeing places we knew and then we finished off with a hilarious but thought provoking talk
about Midwifery which our speaker was extremely open about. Unfortunately our March meeting did not take place due to
the lockdown and we do not know when it will be safe to meet again.
In the meantime, we chat on the phone occasionally, I am now into Zoom so I do quizzes for the Federation of which I am also
Chair of now. Again I should be out visiting lots of WIs but have been unable to do so. We are doing virtual workshops for
officers of WIs too in the hope it will help them at this awkward time.
I do hope everyone stays safe and that we can all have a lovely party when this is all over.

Lesley Holdway -President

St Mary’s Primary School
It is a great pleasure to once again be able to present to the Parish Council our annual report for the villagers of Broughton
Gifford. As a school, we are justly proud of the role we play in the local community, serving not only the families of our pupils,
but also our involvement with local organisations.
Unfortunately, due to the current pandemic I am not able to share with you all the great social events that would normally take
place at this time of year; events that many of you support such as our end of term play, sports day and summer BBQ.
However, although the school may be closed for now, the staff are actively engaged in supporting our pupils with lessons and
projects for them to complete at home and share the results with their teachers each week.
The curriculum we have to offer at St Mary’s is deep and rich. We expect the children to build on their knowledge and skills as
they progress through the school, so they confidently discuss how the work they are doing links to previous learning. To
support this, we encourage visitors and trips to embed the understanding of a topic. Such activities this past year have
included a canal trip, SS Great Britain, a visit from the Cats and Dogs home in Bath, Friendship group handwriting challenge as
well as visitors to the classrooms to support lessons.
Once again last summer our data was good. The hard work and determination of our children to do their best is second to
none. We are fortunate to have such committed staff determined to get the best out of the children; all our Y6 children leave
St Mary’s prepared for the next stage of their education. The children are resilient learners but also exemplify the values we
teach to prepare them for the future. Our results in the summer of 2019 prompted a letter of congratulations from the local
authority. EYFS, Y1 phonics, KS1 and KS2 data was all above national average (specific details can be found on the website.)
We currently have some spaces available in our year groups. If you would like to visit to see what we offer please contact the
school office to arrange a visit.
St Mary’s is fortunate to be part of a great village community; we are proud of the education and support we offer to the
children. Our ‘family’ school is open to the whole community so please come along and support school events and take a look
around the buildings that are so different from the Victorian façade you see from the street.

Pauline Orchard - Principal
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Broughton Gifford Pre-school

The preschool is continuing to thrive. We had to employ an extra member of staff for the year. We are looking at ways to
increase in September. We currently employ 5 staff. All staff are up to date with training.
We had a meeting with the White Horse to see if we could come under St Mary’s. Unfortunately, we have just heard this won’t
be possible. We will continue to be a committee run preschool. Our committee have been with us for a few years and are
getting ready to move on. It is always a challenge finding new members, especially as so many parents work now. We are keen
for people with links to the village or preschool to join. If anyone feels they have attributes to assist the committee please
come and make yourself known to the preschool.
In 2 weeks we are expected to open our doors again. This is done with a lot of mixed feelings. We are working out what the
preschool will look like and how safe this will be.
In July we are celebrating our 50th Year!!!! We were going to have a big celebration, but this has been postponed until further
notice.
It has been a very unusual year for preschool and we hope we will continue to thrive over the coming years.

Bev Grylls - Manager

1st Broughton Gifford & Holt Scout Group
We are a busy group, based at the Scout Hut on the edge of the Common in Broughton Gifford. At present we have around 90
young people enrolled, aged between 6 and 18. We are very lucky to have a dedicated team of volunteer leaders who provide
an exciting and interactive programme of activities throughout the year, which makes use of the Hut and our beautiful
surrounding countryside.

All sections focus on learning skills such as bushcraft, fire lighting, cooking, pioneering, navigating, crafting, at a level
appropriate to the age. There are various competitions relating to these skills held over the year in our District, against other
groups, including cooking, go karting, scrap modelling, flag challenges, air rifling, archery and camping.

The highlight of our Scouting year is our trips away. Last summer the Scouts and Explorers went to Pembrokeshire for a
weeklong camp surfing, hiking, climbing and kayaking. This summer we were due to go to the Isle of Wight, but this has now
sadly been postponed until Summer 2021. Beavers head to Brownsea Island, and Cubs learn their camping skills a bit more
locally. Being outdoors is what we really enjoy doing the most!

In these Covid-19 days we are running some virtual meetings, setting challenges for the youngsters to complete at home, but
we are all really looking forward to a time when we can meet face to face again.

We are lucky to have a very well-equipped Hut, with a fully functioning kitchen. We do hire out the Scout Hut to local groups,
currently hosting a fortnightly Art Group on a Tuesday evening.

If there are any children in the local area who would like to join us please get in touch – all contact details are on the front of
the Hut.

1st BGH Leaders
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Broughton Gifford Cricket Club

Broughton Gifford Cricket Club played 23 games in 2019, winning 10 and losing 13. The club welcomed a number of new
players during the year, including many from the village some of whom you might recognise in the picture below. The club
continues to thrive and prides itself on welcoming all who would like to play cricket regardless of any previous experience.
Cricket in 2020 like so many other things is on hold, and the grand total of the season so far is two pre-season nets which were
held at Melksham Oak school before the lockdown started. We have, however, continued to maintain the pitch both to give
the village somewhere to exercise, and so that when cricket does resume, we’ll be ready to go.
Broughton Gifford Cricket Club would like to thank the following people for their invaluable support:
Pascal & Penny and all the staff at the Bell.
Chris Rees.
Declan Williams.
Mike Griffiths.
Mike Bailey.
If anyone is interested in joining the team, please email tomgerrish@hotmail.com

20

The Friendship Club
Our monthly meetings took place in the village hall where we enjoyed interesting speakers and delicious afternoon
tea together with lots of chatter. Our membership numbers stand at twenty-nine.
We have engaged with St Mary's School linking our annual literary festival with a handwriting competition. Our
Christmas lunch was held at The Bell and the club subsidised the cost from funds.
We also enjoyed an outing using the Holt Community Bus to Sevington Village School with our volunteer driver
Ziggy Pitura.
We have gained four new members from Neston village as their club unfortunately closed suddenly. I was really
happy to include them in our gatherings until they are able to resume activities there.
We have raised money for two charities – Mercy Ships and Medical Detection Dogs. Incidentally this charity is
currently working with dogs to detect the Covid-19 virus.
Our most senior member has reached the age of 99 – but club celebrations were put on hold until we celebrate her
100th next year!
At the time of writing it seems unlikely that we will be able to host our annual cream tea at Mary's memorial
garden in June.
However - In the words of Dame Vera Lynn: we will meet again – don't know when!
Chris Pitura - Chair

Broughton Gifford Village Magazine
For two years up until December 2019 we had Margaret Lomas to thank for our village magazine but now she has moved on to
pastures new.
To replace her (if such were possible) a team of editors has been assembled – Bert Adams, Tony Cooper, Charlotte & Ed
Godsiffe, Roseanne Russell and David Wright – taking turns at being editor-for-the-month and supporting the next in line to get
started. So far this has worked extremely well and the edition in which this report appears will mean that the entire team will
have had their first go. We wait to see whether February’s editor can remember how to do it!
February’s and March’s editions were delivered as normal but then Covid-19 struck. It was considered unreasonable to expect
the delivery team to break curfew when we were all being urged to stay at home. It then had to be decided whether to shut up
shop for the duration or to publish on line despite some villagers being unable to access the magazine in that form. The
decision was to post on line, starting with the April edition, followed by May’s and June’s.
The Magazine’s AGM was scheduled for March and this had to be postponed to a date to be announced – probably in
September – when magazine finances will be discussed. The last “brown envelopes” appeal produced a spectacularly
disappointing result and the funds are running low.
With the shut-down of village organisations, announcements and reports are in short supply but we are grateful to
contributors for their enlightening and entertaining articles to fill our pages. It is to be hoped that our Village Calendar page
will gradually fill again and show what a lively community we are.
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St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s is part of a Benefice of 3 Churches including All Saints, Great Chalfield and St Katharine’s in Holt under the leadership
of Canon Andrew Evans.
Our vision is to be
•

The beating heart of Broughton Gifford

•

A beacon of compassion love and hope

•

A vibrant worshipping community for all

Links with the village school
The Church provides the school with both a clergy led assembly and an Open the Book assembly each week as well as holding
an extended assembly each term in the church. The Open the Book team is made up of members of the St. Mary’s
congregation. Bibles have been distributed to primary school leavers.
St. Mary’s School holds Easter, Harvest, Christmas and end of term services in the church and parents are welcomed to these
services. The attendance of parents has greatly increased over the past few years.
Parish events and activities during the year:
Mrs. Sarah Chandler, Lay Pastoral Assistant, and Reverend Ann Fielden have visited parishioners and celebrated home
communion to those who are unable to attend church.
Two home groups meet weekly in the village to study the bible, to pray and to have fellowship together.
The congregation regularly made donations to the Foodbank in Melksham.
Canon Andrew Evans, Reverend Ann Fielden and Mr. Christopher Fielden help with serving food to the Homeless in
Trowbridge.
The Barn Dance was held this year at the beginning of June organised in partnership with the school and raised £1,700. The
funds were divided equally between the church and the school.
The Broughton Gifford Games was held on Saturday, 6 July organised by church members, villagers from other societies and
The Bell public house. There were many sporting events on offer and a hog roast was provided by the landlord of The Bell. This
event provided a good outreach to the community and the local MP, Michelle Donelan presented the medals. This event raised
£485 and was divided between the Village Magazine, the Friendship Club and the church.
The Bell hosted quizzes on a Monday evening and the church benefitted from two quizzes during the year totalling £248.
A Harvest Supper was held and was a tremendous success attended by approximately 50 people. Members of the benefice
churches provided entertainment and the food was cooked by church members.
A Beer and Carols event was held at The Bell and was attended by parishioners and villagers and was greatly enjoyed by all.
The “Saved by the Bell” Supper and Discussion Group has continued. The idea being for church members to invite a guest and
over a meal discuss topics such as “Isn’t Christianity like any other religion? Can I be sure I will go to heaven when I die? Why
should anyone believe in the miracles of Jesus?”
A meeting was held to form a steering group to look into our church becoming an Eco Church.
Progress on the Re-ordering project for St Mary’s
The project to install a toilet and kitchenette, move the font and welcome area, restore the side chapel was eventually granted
a Faculty (the official permission from the Diocese) on 19th February 2020. Since then, Christopher Fielden has been working
very hard on the grant process to build up our funds so that a contract can be let for the work.
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Benefice events and activities during the year:
A successful weekend away took place at Sidholme Hotel, Sidmouth in June and members of the congregation from St. Mary’s
attended.
A children’s holiday club was held for the Benefice at the end of July at the Woodland Area in St. Mary’s School which was
attended by approximately 30 children. This was completely different from previous holiday clubs and children enjoyed the
outdoor space to worship, listen to bible stories, take part in crafts and activities.
The monthly Quiet Garden meetings continued to be held at All Saints, Great Chalfield.
The Gateway Christian Healing held several meetings throughout the year with invited speakers. Everyone is welcomed
throughout the Benefice and Deanery who are in need of prayer and healing.
A Freedom in Christ Discipleship course was run during the autumn.
Fundraising
Mr. Christopher Fielden, Mrs. Angela Andrews and Mr. Keith Hamilton took part in the Ride and Stride for Wiltshire Historic
Churches Trust in September and raised £534, half of this is returned to St. Mary’s. A Jeroboam of wine was donated which
was raffled and raised £520. A Coffee Morning was held in the home of a parishioner in December and raised a total of £283. A
quiz was held in October in aid of the church and raised £168.
Services
The all age worship Second Sunday service was changed to a Bacon Butty Service held in the new school hall from September
where the service starts with bacon butties, coffee and worship is very informal with lots of craft activities for children. This has
proved popular with some families. The usual services were held at Easter, Harvest Thanksgiving and Christmas. The Crib
Service held on Christmas Eve was very well attended. A special service was held for the Patronal Festival. The annual
Remembrance Sunday Parade was well attended. The Christingle service took place in December with an attendance of 100
with the primary school supporting this service. The Benefice Remembering a Loved One Service and the Advent Service of
Light were both held at St Katharine’s Church, Holt. The Sunday Night Live and Praise and Preach services are held on the
second and third Sunday evenings at St Katharine’s Church, Holt for all the Benefice.
During the Covid19 crisis the Benefice is putting up a service each week on YouTube.
Visit to Kadugli in Sudan
At the beginning of October a team of 6 from the Deanery including 4 from our Benefice, Canon Andrew Evans, Christopher
Fielden, Ben Jarvis and Pete Waterman, went to Kadugli to run a Rooted in Jesus course for the church there. The course aims
to set up small groups to disciple Christians, so that each person is confident in sharing their faith, in prayer, and in praying for
healing. The team received an enthusiastic response from the church in Kadugli and witnessed miraculous healings as they
prayed.
The team were also able the see the Peace Primary School which has been constructed with the aid of money raised from
churches in the Deanery.

Andrew Evans - Canon
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MINUTES of a Council Meeting of Broughton Gifford Parish Council held on Wednesday 13th April 2020 Held virtually using MS Teams starting at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr Hooper (Chairman), and Cllrs Freeman, Haslewood, Johnson, Monk, Turner, and Wright
Apologies: Cllr Andrews, Griffiths, Lumley, and Webb
In attendance:

2021/12

Georgina Berry, Parish Clerk

Preliminaries:

a. Apologies: Received from Cllrs Andrews, Griffiths, Lumley, and Webb
b. Declarations of interest: None
2021/13

Public Participation and Police Report:

a. Public Participation: There were no members of the public in the meeting
i. Top Road Association – The Clerk reported that the TCRRA did wish to continue the
discussion but that ‘lockdown’ had made things difficult. TCRRA would restart discussions once they were able to.
b. Police report: No police report was received this month.

2021/14

Finance:

Due to the need to meet virtually the council were unable to carry out its usual due diligence on the bank statements and invoices. All invoices from 6 th March 2020 will be
checked against the bank statements at the first physical meeting back. Copies of the
bank statements and cashbook were available to the council in the Working Papers file
sent out ahead of the meeting.
2.The following accounts were checked and approved for payment:
Authority

Description

£

LGA 1972 s.111

Commons Regulations signage x4

72.00

LGA 1972 s 112(2)

Payroll services

35.10

LGA 1972 s.111

Internal audit fee

LGA 1894 s.8(1)(i)

Stone Barn – Water charges

LGA 1972 s.124(1)

BT – telephone kiosk adoption fee

300.00
29.08
1.00

c. Current Bank Balances: Resolved: The following balances as at 30th April 2020 were noted:
Current (Treasurer’s Account)

16,728.76

Deposit (Instant Access)

63,759.59

TOTAL

80,488.35

d. The clerk presented the final Year End accounts for authorisation Resolved: The council signed off
the accounts, they will be physically signed on the first meeting back.

2021/15

Planning:

a. No applications were received ahead of the meeting.
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2021/16

Previous Council Meeting:
a. Minutes of the April 15th 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting Resolved: The minutes of these meetings
be formally approved by the council and will be signed by the chairman as a correct record at the
next physical meeting.

2021/17

Parish Maintenance:

a. The Clerk reported that there was still an issue on the common with deep ruts having
formed during the wet weather. Discussions continued around general parish maintenance
with a discussion around the Willow trees on the edge of the common, the ground around
the phone box opposite The Bell. Cllr Haslewood updated on the Traffic Management
scheme that all works had been put on hold due to funding issues. Resolved: 1. Cllr Hooper
will attempt to flatten the common enough for Cllr Wright to put the roller over it. 2. The
Clerk will add the points to the next agenda to allow a formal decision to be made.
2021/18

General Correspondence: The council noted the general correspondence received.

2021/19

Date of next meeting:

a. Wednesday 10th June 2020 – Ordinary Council Meeting – to be held virtually via MS
Teams (or in the village hall if COVID-19 restrictions are lifted sufficiently.)
With no further business, the meeting closed at 8:20 pm
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Broughton Gifford Parish Council

Clerk - Georgina Berry
Chairman - Martin Hooper

782423

St Mary’s Church

Rector - Rev Andrew Evans
Rev Ann Fielden

782289
782509

Broughton Gifford Gardening Society

Chairman - Tony Cooper

782711

Village Hall

Bookings - Vince & Sylvia Davis

783332

Women’s Institute

President - Lesley Holdway
Secretary - Sheila Cleverley

782092
704849

St Mary’s Primary School

Head Teacher—Pauline Orchard

782223

Broughton Gifford Pre-School

Play Leader—Bev Grylls

782638

Broughton Gifford Baby and Toddler Group Rebecca Findley
Village Hall (Thurs 9.30-11.30)
Charlotte Godsiffe

07702 214005
07927 016916

1st Broughton Gifford & Holt Scout Group Group Scout Leader - Anne Cranham

704638

Broughton Gifford Bowls Club

Secretary - Suzanne Holmes

519303

Broughton Gifford Cricket Club

Tom Gerrish

07450 994355

Piecemakers

Vicki Dory

07734 320548

The Friendship Club

Chris Pitura

BG Village Magazine

782179

Tony Cooper (Ed. for July)

bgvillagemagazine@gmail.com

Distribution / Delivery - Sian Hamilton 783561

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Wiltshire Police - Non Emergency Number

101

Environment Agency (Free) - Incident Hotline (24 hours)

0800 807 060

Environment Agency (Local) - Floodline (24 hours)

0845 9881188

Wessex Water (Free) - Leakstoppers (24 hours)

0800 692 0692

Wiltshire Council - Switchboard & General Enquiries

0300 456 0100

Wiltshire Council regarding problems with
Recycling and waste collections
roads / drains / streetlights / highway / flooding

0300 456 0102
0300 456 0105
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VILLAGE CALENDAR
Parish Council Meeting (to be held online)

TBC

Parish Council Meeting (location TBC)

JUNE

Wed 10th

JULY
In light of the current situation with the Covid-19 pandemic, please
check with organisations when events are planned to resume. Thank
you!

The deadline for next month’s issue is 19th of this month. Articles and one-line entries for
the calendar should be emailed to: bgvillagemagazine@gmail.com
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